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Si Brown
From: Si Brown [sibrown@brucefoodsia.com]
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2009 4:02 PM
To: hebertt@legis.legis.state.la.us; 'Si Brown’; 'Si Brown', troyhebert@yahoo.com;
gmifrederick1@cox.net
Subject: FW: state funding

Attachments: Friday, August 14, 2008.pdf

Hi Troy,

Thank you for your willingness to help us to fight for equal treatment for a Louisiana Food manufacturing company
to stay on a level playing field with an out of state company trying to come in to the state with unparalelied
Louisiana state aid and monetary cash incentives and produce processed sweet potatees and compete with anin
state company, but with much unequal support from LED. | would like you to phone Kelsey Short and or Steve
Moret, LED, Ph#2265-342-5892 and, frankly, complain as to why LED would give $37 million dollars to ConAgra to
build a new sweet potato plant and propose to hire 250 people when when we already have an an existing sweet
potato processor doing the same thing and planning to expand, with similar products... with some state

heip. They have reneged on a State grant offer made by the previous governor to Bruce Foods for a One miltion
doliar grant and One million dollar low interest loan to partially incentify them to build a frozen addition to their
existing sweet potato cannery in |beria parish after Bruce Foods has just completed hiring over one hundred net
new jobs there. | would like to have you set up a meeting with our area head of economic development Ted
Bundrick and our area state senators, Mike Michot and state representatives, Simone Champagne and other
Acadiana state representatives to request fair and equal treatment for an Acadiana company who has been here
for over seventyfive years and paying taxes in Louisiana. The cost for the same job creation also is no
comparison in favor of Bruce Foods when grant money for jobs created is figured and the cost per job at Bruce
Foods is compared to the cost for a job at the new ConAgra plant is calculated based on the state cash grants are
calculated.

Please phone me today or anytime this week-end at my office or my home. My phone numbers are; Office 337-
365-8101 and cel 337-519-0060 to discus this further. | know that you are going on a well deserved vacation this
coming week and | would like to have something done on this, if at all possible, before you leave.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Regards,

Si Brown
From: Patrick Brown [mailto: patrick@brucefoodsta.com]
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2009 2:52 PM

To: 'Si Brown'
Subject: state funding

8/14/2009
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Stute of Louisiana
EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Baton Rouge

70804-9004

Ppst Ormice Box 94004
(225) 342-7015

Katdiren BaBinEaux BLanco
GOVERNOR

July 17", 2004

Mr. Si Brown

Bruce Foods Corporation
P.O. Drawer 1030

New Iberia, LA 70562-1030

Dear Mr. Brown,

] am very pleased that you continue to consider Louisiana for your cxpansion plans. Your
company is an anchor to our state’s important value-added food processing industry, and
I remain committed to securing the expansion of your company in Louisiana.

The purpose of this letter is to outline the state’s incentive package that we feel is very
competitive in jts total value and in the range of its various components, including
workforce training, infrastructure grants, tax incentives, bond assistance, and low interest
financing.

Based on the company’s plans to create 115 new jobs, retain 500 existing jobs and secure
a new capital investment by the company of approximatety $10 muillion, I commit on
behalf of the state of Louisiana to provide the following package:

1. EDAP Grant - Up to $1.5 million in grant funding through the Economic
Development Awards Program (EDAP) may be used for the purchase of
building, equipment, land and/or site preparation to defray the capital cost of
the project. A Louisiana public entity (city, parish, port, etc.} will use the grant
proceeds to purchase the assets and Jease the property to the applicant
company. The state will assist the company to partner with a local public
entity and to work through the process of securing an EDAP grant. which 1s:

a. A public entity and the company complete an EDAP application.

b. The Economic Development Program Specialist reviews the
application for completeness and content and the Department’s
Statistician prepares an Economic Impact Analysis.

¢. The public entity and the company attend the soonest possible public
meeting of the Louisiana Economic Development Corporation
(LEDC) for approval.
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d. Once approved by LEDC, LED prepares a contract in accordance with
the approval process.

I believe you are well versed with the EDAP program, as the company was
recently awarded approximately $650,000 for the purchase of assets relaied to
a quality assurance laboratory.

Low Interest Loans — The Louisiana Public Facilities Authority (LPFA) will
provide a loan with an interest rate of not more than 2% in the amount of up to
$2 million. Mr. Tommy Antoon, Chairman of the Board of Trustecs of the
LPFA, has detailed the spccifics of the loan in the attached letter to me. The
LPFA will work with the company to secure a $1.5 million loan guarantee
from LEDC through its loan guarantee program.

Industrial Revepue Bonds — The LPFA or a local public body will issue
approximately $7-8 million in Industrial Revenue Bonds (IRB) to assist the
project.

If these bonds qualify according to federal regulations, I will also commit to
allocate through executive order a private activity bond allocation, which
confers tax-exempt status on bonds, for a portion of or all of the bonds that are
eligible. Elgible bonds for this program are those used for bond issuances for
(a) manufacturing companies with less than S10 mtllion in capital investment
within a 6 year period, or (b) “exempt” facilitics such as waste water treatment
or pollution control systems. We would encourage the company to work with
the Manufacturing Extension Partnership of Louisiana for this allocation, as
well as for their manufacturing consultation services.

Transportation Infrastructure — I am using my best efforts in working with
the Louisiana Department of Transportation to give the Highway 88 overlay a
high prierity.

Workforce Development — I am pleased you have been able to meet with the
Louisiana Community and Technical College System President. Dr. Walter
Bumphus, to review in detail your workforce training needs. Dr. Bumphus
will designate a single point of contact to facilitate vour training needs. Wec
estimate the per employee value of the training program at approximartely
$1,300 - $2,000 per new and existing emplioyes trained, which is anucipated
to come from the state’s Incumbent Worker Training Program. For the 15
new employees zlons, this could be valued at roughiy $23C.000,
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6. Tax Incentives — Based on 115 jobs with an annual payroll of $2.8 million,
the Quality Jobs program will provide a cash rcbate of approximately $1.4
miltion over ten years. The state will work with the company to secure the
approval of this incentive through the state’s Board of Commerce and
Industry. 1f it qualifies, the company Is also eligible for a rebate of all saie
taxes paid on thc ncw investments related to the expansion through a
prov.sion of the Erterprise Zone program.

Si, once again, plcase allow me 1o express my personal encouragement that you choose to
keep your expansion in Louisiana. Bruce Foods is an important company for the future
of Louisiana’s food processing sector—and one that has touched generations of South
Louisianans— and I hope the company will continue 1o develop and grow in our state. If
I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

A
: 7 : 7 7
Kathtéeen Babineaux Blanco -
Governor
alk
Attachment:

Offer Letter from LPFA Board Chair, Tommy Antoon
Description of Bruce Foods Workforce Training solution

ce:
Secretary Michael Olivier, Louisiana Economic Development
Kelsey Short, Louisiana Economic Development
Jim Parks, Louisiana Public Facilities Authority
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January 20,2005

Mr. Si Brown

Bruce Foods Corporation
P.Q. Drawer 1030

New fberia, LA 70562

Dear Mr. Brown,

. . . H . : . i} r;..li .
1 am pleased that you contintie to consider Louisiana for your expansion plans. 1 :
understand that your timetable was delayed duc to the need to secure additional land in

Theria Parish. 1 remain comemitted to assisting you with your business development plans.

1 am writing to provide an update to the incentives package offered in my letter to you
dated July 17, 2004, Based on Bruce Foods rovised éxpansion plans to create 84 new
jabs, retain 413 existing jobs, invest $5.5 million in now bullding smd-equipment, and
secuce 00 additionsl acres for water treatment, I offer to you on behalf of the state of
Louisiana the following incentive package:

1. Upto$ ! million graat in grant funding through EDAP (Economic
Development Assistance Program) may be applied to the purchase of
building, land and/or site preparztion to defray the capital costs of the project
A Louisiana public entity (city, parish, port, eto) wili use the grant praceeds 1o
purchase the asaets and lease the property to the applicant company. The state.
will assist tho company to partiier with a local public entity and-towork ..
through the protess of securing an EDAP grant, whichifa:” ™ e
a. A public entity and the carpany complete an EDAP gpplication.
b. The Economic Development Program Specialist reviews the
application for completeness end content and the Department’s
Statistician preparcs an Economic Impact Analysis. :
¢. The public entity and the company attend the soonest possible public
meeting of the Louisianz Economic Development Corporsation o
(LEDC) for approval.
d Ounce approved by LEDC, LED prepares a contract in accordance with
tho approval process. .
2. The Louisisna Pitblic Facilities Authority (LPFA) will provide a%$ 1 million
loan with an interest ratc of ot 1hore than 2% and a maturity of seven years,
subject to LPFA Bogrd approvil and s loan guarantee from the Louisians |
Economic Development Corporation. . o
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3. In collaboration with the Iveris Parish government, 100 acres of land will be
ffered to Bruce Foods to establish & water treatment facility adjacent 1o
existing company opcrations. The land will be acquired through an Tberia

-parish governmet land swap and/or CDRQ (Community Development Block
Grant) finding.

As detailed in my previous letter Bruce Foods is eligible for standard tax incentive and
workforoe development programs. Thesc include Enterprise Zone; Quality Jobs,
Industrial Property Tax Exemption and Incumbent Worker Training Program.

1 recognize that Bruce Foods {s an important leader in the faod processing sector of
Louisigna, and I am committed to the long-tern success of your company.

Sineeraly,

Ka - een Babineaux Blanco
Governor

ec: Secretary Michae] Olivier, Louisiana Economic Development
Relsey Short, Loulsiana Eecongmic Development
Jim Parks, Louisiana Public Facilities Authority
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Stuate of Louisiana
LOUISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Xatmigan Babineaux Blance

Mickael J, Qlivicr, CED
Qovemer

Secretery
March 3, 2005
Mr. J.5. “Si” Brown, III
Bruce Foods Corporation
P.Q. Drawer 1030
New fberia, LA 70562-1030
Dear Mr. Brown;:
Please find a signed Memorandum of Understanding enclosed for your
flles. We appreclate your commitment to doing business in Louisiana
and look forward to continuing to work with you,
Please iet us know If there Is anything that our department can do to
assist you in the future.
SINCERELY,
MICHAEL J. OLIVIER
SECRETARY
MJO:che
Enclosure s - - —
_5 44 __/4/'5%774_/5_!,/ L
_‘_________*___w’__/' ]r ;_/HLC.. _,——(.:;‘ e

Post Office Box 94185, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-

www lod.etaleda,us
AN EQUAL QPPORATUNITY EMPLO)
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BY: Brucc Foods Corporstion and the Louisiana Department of Economic Development
DATE: January 26, 2005

RE: Construction of new plant in Lonisiana.

L Overview

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to outline the mutual understandings
between the State of Louisiana Department of Economic Development (“State” or “LED”) and Bruce
Foods Corparation (“BFC") in connectian with BFC’s undertaking to build and operate a new food
processing facility in Lozes, Iberia Parish, Louisiana (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the “project”).

LED has the stattory duty to support the retention of existing jobs and the creation of new
permanent jobs, as well as promoting the growth and cxpansion of Louisiana compamnies. To that end,
the State will pursue commitments for financial assis‘tance and other incentives as shall be outlined
herein in retumn for BFC’s agreement to build and operate the new plant facility.

BFC has operated in Louisiana since 1928, and is a manufacturer of over 550 food products
under nine brand names. BFC is one of America’s largest privately owned food manufacturers, with

more than 1,200 employees. The company currently owns and operates four plants in several states, and

operates an affiliated plant in Europe.

The project cousists of BFC's construction and operation of a freezer plant facility contiguous to
Plant #2 in Lozes, Iberia Parish, which will initially process approximately 10,000,000 ibs of sweet
potatoes annuzily. BFC furesees growih of up v 30,000,000 Ibs of sweet potatoes processed anpually
over five years. This is in addition to approximately 70,000,000 Ibs of sweet potatnes that BFC
currently processes at Plant #2.

BFC also plans to install 2 Cqjun Injecror® manufacturing line at the new facility, marking the

return of this product to Louisiana.



BFC acknowledges the value of reaching an agreement with the State and expanding its
operations and commercial activities in Louisiana. In addition to retaining current jobs, BFC’s capital
investment will result in new hires and significant increases of in-state purchases of raw materials.
Without the State’s support and commitment to this project, BFC would undertake the planned
expansion outside of Louisiana.

Il The Partits Respective Commitments

The clements necessary for the parties [0 reach agrecment on this matier are:

L. BFC will apply for a grant of $1,000,000 (one million dolfars) to BFC in the form of an
Economic Development Assistance Program (“EDAP™) funds or such other program or
other funding as may be appropriate. Sucéh funding is subject to the BFC’s completion
of an application and compliance with the Rules for the EDAP Program of the Louisiana
Econotnic Development Corporate (“LEDC”). LED as the administrator of programs for
the LEDC will work with BFC in order to move the project forward in a timely and
efficient manner so that funds may be obtained for the purchase of a building, land, and’
or site preparation to defray capital costs of the project. I approval of the EDAP award
is m‘adc by the LEDC Bourd then BFC and LEDC will enter into a contract for the
administration of the Grant Award similar in fc;;n and content to ather contracts
entered into forEDAP Grants. |

2. LED and BFC will work to secure a loan of $1,000,000 {one million dollars) to BFC
via the Louisiana Public Facilities Authority with a term of seven {7) years at an interest

rate note to exceed 2%.

L)

LED, in collaboration with the Iberia Parish Government will work to secure an offer of
100 acres of laud contiguous 1o BFC Plant #2 in Iberia Parish for the establishment of a

water treatment facility (spray fields). The cost of the land acquisttion is to be provided



with funds secured from other sources than the funds and sources committed in numbers
1 and 2, above.

4. In addition to the foregoing, BFC retains its eligibility to access al] other statutory
incentive programs for new and expanding industries, including, but not limited to,

Quality Jobs and/or Enterprise Zone, Industrial Property Tax Exemption, Incumbent

Worker Training Program and Sales & Use Tax Abatements to the extent that BEC shall

Be eligible for such programs.

5. LED apnd BFC contemplate the creation of gn additiopal 24 new penmanemnt jobs at an

average salary of $10.18 per hour (1); with Major medical health insurance (95% of
premium paid by employer), and the institution of 401(k) or otber similar benefit plans
for employees. LED and BFC additionally contemplate that 325-350 curtent jobs will be
Retained in Louisiana by BFC and that a capital investment in the project of
approximately $6,500,000 over five years with the initial investment in machinery,
equipment and building totaling approximately $4,000,000 and an additional 32,500,000

investment thereafter as operations expand.

6. LED and BFC contemplate that BFC will cominue 1o develop proprieta y products and

rd
Introduce those products into the market place, with the expectation of continuing to

increase its capital investments and employee base in Louisiana, with the State’s

continued support and backing.

! Annual Payroll of $1,780,000 / 84 = $21,190.48 / 2080 hours per year - $10.19 per hour.



. Necxt Phase

With the parties’ agreement on the foregoing conditions, BFC and the State can jointly prepare a
press release and other appropriate steps to announce BFC's choice of Lozes, Louisiana for its new
processing facility.” The State, BFC and Iberia Parish will immediately proceed with all steps for
obtgining funding pursuant to the rules of the respective funding mechanisms, and execute the necessary
agreements and docunients required for the grants, loans or other financial awards to be made. BFC will
undertake to make preparations for the construction of the facility, installation of the equipment and

--machinery, and hiring of ncw‘ employces. BFC forcsces the need to apply for the Louisiana Worldforce

Development Program and/or the State Incumbent Worker Training Program for the recruitment and

training of both new and incumbent workers.

Bruce Foads Corporation and the State of Louisiana hereby execute this non-binding
Memorandum of Understanding for the purpose of indicating their mutual support of and agreement
with the concepts outlined herein and, without creating actual or implied contractual or other

obligations, to promote the future enterprise described herein.

BRUCE FOODS CORPORATION

J.S. Brown, ITI -
Its: President & Chief Executive Officer

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

By
4itheél Olivier
Its: Ditcctor
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October §, 2007

Bruce Foods cormporation

P.O. Drawer 1030, New lberia, Louisiana 70562-1030 USA

Mr. Caesar Comeaux

President, [beria Parish Government
300 Iberia Street, Ste. 400

New Iberia, LA 70560

Dear Mr, Comeaunx:

On January 20, 2005, Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blance confirmed an offer to Bruce Foods
Corporation which included various incentives to induce Bruce Foods to locate an expansion of its
existing food production facilities in Tberia Parish. A copy of Governor Blanco’s letter is attached.
Among other things, Governor Blanco confirmed that Bruce Foods would be given a grant of 100
acres of tand to establish a water treatment facility adjacent to existing company facilities. Govemnor
Blanco recognized that this land would be acquired through and provided through an ITberia Parish
Consolidated Govermnment Grant from the Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBGP).

Unfortunately, the Iberia Parish officials have had a difficult time to grasp the CDBGP or gain traction
for the manner by which the land should be acquired and conveyed to Bruce Foods Corporation. This
difficulty in understanding has led to the delay totaling two years and seven months which has passed
since this commitment was confirmed to Bruce Foods. This is in spite of concerted efforts by a
number of individuals who have discussed the Economic Development Process and Program offered at
the state level with the Iberia Parish Government Officials. These efforts culminated in a May 23,
2007 letter from Ms. Carol M. Newton, Director Louisiana Community Development Block Grant
Program to Mr. Will Langlinais, Iberia Parishes President. A copy of that letter is also enclosed
herein.

The attorney representing Iberia Parish, Mr. Edward Landry, has raised numerous questions
concerning the legality of the subject grant and the manner in which the Grant will be carried out.
Various officials have offered Mr. Landry advice and assistance to understand and provide legal
grounds and basis for the execution of this Grant. In spite of that, Mr. Landry has procrastinated with
the proper responses to the landowners and preparation of acknowledgement and preparation of
agreements which would lead to the completion of the Grant Project.

Given the information enclosed and the need for this expansion necessary to retain and create new jobs
in Iberia Parish, Bruce Foods Corporation asks that you review these documents with the thought in
mind of taking immediate action to see that the Parish purchases the 67.35 acres owned by Glen
Derouen and pursues purchase of an additional tract comprising of 33-35 acres to complete the total
100 acres promised in the Grant Commitment issued by Governor Kathieen Blanco.

Sincerely,

J.S. “Si” Brown, I11

Phone: {337) 365-8101 Fax: (337} 364-3749 E-Mail: bruceusa@brucefoodsla.com



Bruce Foods comoration

P.O. Drawer 1030, New lberia, Louisiana 70562-1030 USA

November 26, 2007

Mr. Michael Olivier

Secretary of Economic Development
Louisiana Economic Development
Baton Rouge, LA

Re: Bruce Foods Corporation expansion project in Iberia Parish, L.ouisiana;
Your letter to Senator Craig Romero dated October 15, 2007

Dear Secretary Olivier:

I am receipt of a copy of your above-referenced letter. 1 have prepared this letter in response to
some of the issues you raised therein in order provide further clarification and background.

I hope to clarify some information by responding to your specific numbered points:

1. The reversal in the allocation of the employee numbers between Bruce Foods® St.
Martin & Iberia Parish plants was not due to our error.  When we realized that it had
occurred, we immediately addressed it to show that we were in compliance.

2. Bruce Foods acquired Cajun Injector through a corporate acquisition four (4) years
ago. At the time, due to space and physical capacity in our Louisiana manufacturing
facilities it was more practical to move the production to our Texas production
facility for more economically viable production. Forthwith and with the planned
expansion of our physical facilities, installation of the manufacturing equipment and
growth in our workforce, we have anticipated the transfer of this production back to
Louisiana since reaching the decision to expand in Iberia Parish.

3. Without additional acreage for spray fields, additional production capacity at our
plant site could not be installed. Despite the approval of a LA-CDBG award over
eighteen months ago, Iberia Parish delayed carrying out the purchasc of this acreage
until two weeks ago. It bas now purchased one approximately sixty-five acre tract,
although the status of the second additional tract (to total 100 acres) is uncertain.

With the purchase of this real property, to be used by Bruce Foods via a Lease-
Purchase agreement with the Parish government, we can now begin construction of
the long-awaited actual production facility and hiring and training of the new
employees. We anticipate doing so shortly, but please understand that the Parish’s
delay in carrying out the purchase was beyond our control.

Phone: (337) 365-8101 Fax: {337) 364-374¢2 E-Mai!: bruceusa@brucefoodsia.com



BRUCE FOOD/ (ORPORATION

4. | don’t understand the reference to an 8-year payback period. We arc certainly
willing to meet the stated job and salary figures in a three-year period. I the
reference is to the payback period for the State to recoup the grant funds, then |
assume that this period is based on the estimated new job creation figure of 70 jobs.
Based on our most recent revised calculations, we are prepared to promise a
minimum guaranteed new job figure of 85 new jobs, with an annual salary of
$1,570,800.00.

Bruce Foods currently employs an average of 114 employees at the [beria Parish plant, with a
total annual average salary of $2,325,200 (averaged over the last three years; the actual total for
2006 was $2,525,044). At Bruce Foods’ St. Martin Parish plant, our total 2006 wages were
$4,851,822.

In addition to our full time employees, we employee on a seasonal basis as many as 150
additional contract employees per month at the Iberia Parish plant from July through December.
Whether full time, regular Bruce Foods employees or seasonal contract labor, we are the source
of all of the wages paid, and the total of these wages flow back into the local economy.

This expansion is crucial for Bruce Foods’ continued economic health and status as one of the
largest private employers in the area. Because of the lack of infrastructure, few manufacturing
plants can locate there. We have attempted to solve this problem by using the sprayfields to
overcome the lack of sewer.

It may also be helpful to explain our overall economic ‘footprint’ and impact in the area. There
are four major suppliers to Bruce Foods who have either located in near proximity to supply
Bruce Foods or whose principal business is due to our activity: a vinegar plant, a bottle cap plant,
a label manufacturer and a corrugated box manufacturer. Qur company has vendor purchases
and has issued payments to 1604 different service providers, suppliers and vendors located in
Louisiana. As Bruce Foods grows or shrinks, so do they. Accordingly, our planned expansion
will result in growth and increased economic activity with these suppliers, as well.

The change in the State’s offer of assistance to Bruce Foods for this project from a $1,000,000
EDAP grant to a $300,000 grant and the remainder in the form of an EDLOP loan is significant.
From our earliest discussions with the LED and the Governor regarding the possibility of
carrying out the expansion in Louisiana rather than outside the state, we simply asked the State
to help to tevel the playing field and seek a solution for the lack of addittonal land necessary for
increasing production in Iberia Parish as well as certain financial assistance.

Based on the State’s offer, and in particular including the EDAP grant of $1,000,000, we made
financial calculations and considerations, and ultimately decided to not go out of state, despite
having significantly higher offers of assistance and incentives. We have done our best to be
Joyal to Louisiana and make investments in our people and production here. We have already
begun a good amount of construction and infrastructure for the new plant expansion project.



@ BRUCE FOOD/ CORPORATION

The State’s notification at this point, after having endured so much delay, constitutes nothing less
than a significant change in terms of our agreement and understanding. It is a change in the rules
of the game, and is not what we view to be a positive step toward encouraging bustness and
economic growth from existing corporate citizens and employers. Our plans to move this project
forward were based strictly on the Governor’s offer in ber letter dated January 20, 2005, and
your memorandum of understanding dated March 3, 2005. To back out on any part of this
agreement at this time would certainly put a black mark on lLouisiana’s record of supporting
cconomic development in this state.

Bascd on the foregoing, 1 urge you to reconsider the modification of the EDAP award for this
project. Should you need additional data or information on the economic impact of this
‘expansion and our investment, please let me know and we will be happy to provide it.

I look forward to your response and to discussing our growth plans further.

Very truly yours,

i

i” Brown, !II

Pc.:  Gov, Kathleen Babincaux Blanco
Sen. Craig Romero
Ms. Sharon B. Perez, Undersecretary, LED
Mr. Michael Williams, Finance Director, LED
Mr. Kelsey Short, Director, Ag & Forestry, LED
Mzr. Dan Junneau
Mr. Emest Freyou



114 EAST LAFAYETTE ST.

ABBEVILLE, LA 70310

‘ﬁi
ﬂ% OFFICE: (337) 898-8786

MINVIELLE FAX: (337) 8968-8788

& ASSOGCIATES, [NC MINVIELLESBELLSOUTH NET

Municipal and Regional Plawacrs

March 30, 2009

Mr. J. S. Brown, il
BRUCE FOODS CORPORATION
P.O. Drawer 1030
New |beria, Louisiana 70560-1030

RE: lberia Parish Government

' FY ‘05 LCDBG-Economic Development
Bruce Foods Corporation
LL.and Acquisition and Infrastructure
Close-out
File No. 449-02

Dear Mr. Brown:

On behalf of the {beria Parish Government, we are pleased to transmit to you for your files a
copy of Ms. Carol Newton’s ietter dated March 28, 2009 “conditionaily closing-out” the above
referenced project. This “conditional close-out” means Bruce Foods, Inc. has met all of your

obligations under this grant program.

We appreciate your cooperation during this project and wish you much success at your Lozes
facility.

Should you have any questions pertaining to the close-out of this program, fee! free to contact
us at anytime.

With kindest regards, | remain
Very truly yours,

ASSOCIATES, INC.

HARD MINVJIELLE, AICP

Enclosures

cc: Mr. Ernest Freyou, Parish President
Mrs. Kimberly Segura, Direclor of Finance
Mr. Michael Terentino, IDF
Mr. Edward Landry

Mr. Michae! Johnson
RIMHW49rm 206
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GOVERNOR et
State of Louigtana

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

March 25, 2009

Honorable Ernest Freyou

Parish President, Iberia Parish Government
300 Iberia St, Suite 400

New Iberia, LA 70560-4543

RE: Conditional Closeout
FY 2005 LCDBG Economic Development Program
Contract Number 635404

Dear Mr. Freyou:

The Office of Community Development has received the closeout documents submitted for the above
referenced Louisiana Community Development Block Grant (LCDBG) Program. All of the documents
required for a conditional closeout have been reviewed and accepted. All findings, if there were any, have
been cleared. Therefore, a Certificate of Completion for contract number 635404 is enclosed. The Parish
is to be commended for conditionally closing out the LCDBG Program.

The Program is closed out contingent upon approval by this office of an acceptable financial repori(s)
covering the unreported expenditures of $739,464.46. Any questioned costs arising from the financial
repori(s) will have to be resolved. The Parish will be responsible for disallowed costs, if any. Until the
financial documentation is received and accepted, this office cannot issue a final closecout on this program.

Please note that all records and correspondence relating to the Program must be retained for at least four
years beginning with the date of final closeout. If you have any questions, please call Margaret Bethea at
(225) 342-7412.

Sincerely,

QAW

Carol M. Newion o
Director, Louisiana Community
Development Block Grant Program

CMN/mb

Enclosure

cwithenc:  Pat Clough, Office of Finance and Support Services
cwioenc:  Richard Minvielle, Administrative Consultant "
Donna Ramirez, Office of Community Development
Margaret Bethea, Local Government Representative
File: FY 2005, Economic Development Closeout _
Post Office Box 94095 « Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9095
Claiborne Building, Suite 7-270
(225) 342-7412 = Fax (225) 342-1947 = 1-800-354-9548

An Equal Opportunity Employer



STEPHEN MORET
SECRETARY

BOBRBY JINDAL
GOVERNOR

State of Louigiana

LOUISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
April 13,2008

Mr. St Brown

Bruce Foods Corporation
P.O. Drawer 1030

New theria. LA 70562

Dear Mr. Brown:

I am writing as a follow up to our meeting of February 5. 2008, During our meeting you ashed for
a reconsideration of the LED (Louisiana Feonomic Development) scentive package for vour
proposed plant expansion in lberia Parish.

After considerable discussion and review within LED. we would like to propose the following
alternative. Specifically we are proposing an Leonomie Development Loan Program (EDLOP)

; award for § 1 miltion to fund construction and related expenditures. The EDLOP commences as a
joan and converts to a grant upon Bruce Foods ineeting certain conditions.  The obligation for
Bruce Foods would be to create and maintain 70 new {udl time jobs along with a total annual
payrell of $1.394 000, as a result of this expansion. Bruce Foods would have 18 months after
commissioning of the tacility W achieve the target employment and payroll level. Thereafter the
70 new jobs and associated payrol) must be maimained for an additional 102 months (8.5 years).
Amy decling in headeount or paveoll would resuli in a pro rata penaity. requiring partial
repayment of the $1 million foan, Employment in excess of the 70 workers and payroll in excess
of $1.394.000 would acerue “credity™ which would serve to mitigate penalty payments that inay
oceur in futare years due to a drop below the required 70 full time jobs and associated payrolt.
Maintainiag the 70 job head count and $1.394.000 payroli tor the required term will [ully repay
the loan without a cash contribution from Bruce Foods.

We believe the EDLOP loan offers to Bruce Foods a fair and aggressive incentive opportunity o
grow (his important business in Louisiana. 1LED requests that Bruce Foods notities LED within
45 davs from the date of this letter relative 0 acceptance of this proposal. The EDLOP loan will
require application to and approval trom the Board of the Louisiana Leonomic Developmont
Corporation.

We recognize that Bruce Foads is a significam {eader in the food processing sector of the
lLouisiana cconomy . Please know that | am committed o the Jong term success ol your company.,

Sincerels.
Stephen Moret
Seerelary

Post Oftice Box 94185 « Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9185 < (223) 342-3000
L.ovisianalorward.com
An Fygual Opportunity Lmplover
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Uwatiment in the piant could excead $200 milion by 2014 ¥ growth plans e mel

As pat of v state’ mm.wmmmnm.mumtmmu

, @ part,
0 axisting lsderal incantives. ConAgra Foods that & meaningiul poriion of s CApItal investment e
Deihi can be tade through th lederal New Maricets Tax Crodlt Program, which would permit the company 10
recehve u fecden income tax credit it GONNBETION with the: Teestment

About ConAgra Foods Lamt Weston

ma&wummmummm*spmﬁusumdtwmpm, swaqlpm.ame_ﬁuw
= er30c products, sarving bolh the foodservice and retal industries. For more rwormation. peasa visit us at

About ConAgra Foods

ConAgra Foods, o, (NYSE: -4 | stz |ron ) Mess | Fosaramng) is one of North Arnafica's laading
e e hed 1] COMPRANES, SERVING Qrocavy fataliers. aa woll as and othet ]
estabitinents. Poputar ConAgra Foods consumer  brands include: & -1 rt. Chet Boyardee, Egg Beasers.
Haalthy Choios. Hebraw National. Hunt's, Marie Callender's, Orvide Radetbhachers, PAM and many others. For
more irformation, please vist s at www.conapratoods.com.

SOURCE: ConAgra Foods

ConAgra Foods
Jeff Mochai, 402-204-782%
jeff mochallconagrafonds . com

For full detaits on Conagra Foods (CAG) cuch. nate. Conagra Foods (CAG) has Short Tamn PowerR3tngs of 5.
Details on Conagra Foods (CAG) Shart Tem PowerRatings is avaiatie st This Link,
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ConAgra Foods Lamb Weston Announces Plana to Build New
Swoet Potato Processing Plant near Defhi, Louisiana

GnnAoﬁFoodsLambWesbnnmmwdayphnswbddam.m-of-me-
art, smaronmentally hiendly processing plant pear Dell, La., designed primaiily to
process high-quality sweet potatoes from e region into fries and related
pnm.mmmamdhommﬂomwzom,mﬂlm
approximately 275 jpbs when it opens for operation. Future exp jon could
increase the total number of jobs created to mare than 500.

Sweel potetoss are one of foday's hoftest food trends with per capita consnption
up 21 percent i the past five years according to the USDA. A 2007 Technomic
sutvay showed that 83 percent of the O i papuiation is bly nchned
towand sweet potatoes.

"We've loamed rom aur extensive sxperience with Swest potatoss Tt they
require special handling and procesing,” seid Joff Delapp. president. Lamb
wmAWsmmmswmmnmmmd
our sweet potato products in the most effckarm way, which aliaws us lo continue
‘bringing value 1 our customexs. Those customers, including some of the largest
quick-senwice restaurant chalns, ssek consistent. High-quakty sweet polato fries
and tiher sweet patato products. We look forward to meeting the strong and
growing demand for these potato products.”

"Thia significant investment is indicatw of the big oppartunity we 386 in our potato
plationm.” said Gary Rodkin, GEQ. ConAgra Foods. "Potatoes, including sweet
potasoes, are a swategic priodty Tor ConAgra Foods, and we ans committed to
expansion in this area. This new plant will further our North Americaen laadership
position in potatoas by supporting growth in an adjacent category. and add 1o cur
‘warkiwide presence ™

The plant will be one of the first food plants in the country bultt from the ground up
with the newest and best processing and packaging technologias in the industy,
and waill follow L EED (L sadership in Energy and Emdroomental Design) standards
for environmentally sustainahle construction. The plent's sustainable buikling
design will provide multiple: er tal, e ic, health snd i
benefts, ncluding a substentiel reduciion in energy usage and water
conservation_ In addhion, the plant's design will incorporate such feskies as
nakwal lighting end minimally imigated landscaping. The plam design has been
regisiered with the Uniled States Green Bullding Councit

“The moduiat design of the facility alows us tremendous flexibility 10 expand or
modify production for ather types of products. includng raditional potato #ems,
depending on Grstomer and consumers needs,” DeLapp seidl.

Lamb Wesdon currently markets sweet potatoes 10 restaurants under the Sweet
Trings® brand. The company stso offers a ine of ol natural sweet potato products
under the Alaxia® brand through supermarkets and specialty stores.

“Today's annguncement shat ConAgra Foods. 2 Wwading Forame 500 compasy,
has chosen 10 make 8 Majos imvesient in Louisiana Is further evidence of why
our state continues o buck national economic irends.” ssid Louwislana Gov. Bobby
Jindal. "ConAgna Fogds joins a prestigious st of companies that have recantty
recognized our state’s potential by announcing new i here - nationally
recognittad names Ske Albemania, Foster Fanms, The Shaw Group, horffwaop
Gruawnan. ExxonMabd, EA, Coca-Cola, Gerdner Denves and the new V-Vehicle
Company. The ceforms we have mads 1o a song i
emvronment continue to pay off.”

*Lamb Weston is already a isading provider of frozen sweet potato products o
Testmrants and retsienrs sround the workd. and we 0ok Torward & comtinuing to
grow that isadership positon with tis significant invesiment.” said Delaop, "Not
only it the stats of Loulsiana krown for RS high-quakty sweet potatoss, it ofers a
great environmant for business anit a skiled workborce, Governor Jndal and
Louk Economc Devek ¢ have gone out of thelr way 1o make this plant
possible, snd we are gratekil for their support.”

“ConAg Foods' choice of Louisiena is. par of an emevging rend in wiich
Louisiane has bacome incrsasingly suctessiul ot atiracting value-added
Development. “Like Zagis USA and Dynamic Fueks. both of which broke ground
iast year. ConAgra Foods wif capitaiize on Louisiana's strengths in the agricuitural

http://newsticker.welt.de/?module=smarthouse&id=925521

8/5/2009
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help position Louisiane for diversified, sustsinable growth.”

tnisally, the pany will spend approK ty $155 mitfion comstiucting the plant.
mmm'smmmmmuqudemommwzoun
growth plans are met.

Mmdhm‘smm‘cmmemm
m:mmmAmwssnmmnuemmmmm
procassing equipment kom the Mega-Project Development Fund. it a
pﬁummmammnmrﬂaﬂnhmhﬂnmmmdpwol
m.mmﬂeﬂnﬁﬂmdhmhﬂsyelmbemm.aﬂd
will e determined, in part. by ConAgra Foods' access io exising federat
m.chwdshanamwmwnupﬁ
rweskment nea Delhi can be made twough the federal New Markets Tax Credit
memMMmﬁMmmmmammmm
n bon with the 1

About ConAgra Foods Lamb Weston

ConAgra Foods Lamb Weston |5 North Armerica’s premier suppler of frozen
m.mm.mmnmemms.mmm
toodsendcs and retall Bxdusiries. For more infoimation, please visi us at

waww lambweston. com

About ConAgra Foods

ConAgra Foods, Inc.. (NYSE: CAG) one of Horth America's leading packaged
food CoAmpacies, serving grocery retal as well as restsurans amd other

foodsendcs estabiishments, Popuiar Condgrs Foods consumer brands include:
Banquet, Chef Boyardee, Egg Beaters, Hoalthy Choice. Hebrew National. Hurt's,
Marie Callender's, Ondiie Redenbachers, PAM and meny others. For more
infonmation, please visit us at www.conagrafoods.corn.

FUR WEINCIEGHABER

Mgkt Infarmalisnen

hitp://newsticker.weit.de/?module=smarthouse&id=925521 8/5/2009
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ConAgra Foods Lamb Weston Announces Plans to
Build New Sweet Potato Processing Plant near Delhi,
Louisiana
ConAgra
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OMAHA, Neb. - (Busincss
Wire} ConAgra Foods Lamb

New ConAgra Foods Plant W

Find out abourt the new sweet polato

processing faciiity in Louisiana. pharts to build a new, state-of-

S dTE e the-an, environmentally
fricndly processing plant near
Delhi, La, designed §

ConAgra Foods Employment i ily to high-

L ek AT e ('.Iﬂllty %M MS trom
the region into fries and
“related products. The new
plant 55 scheduled to open in A

Conagra Foods Report
November 2010, and  will

Conagra Foods: Buy or Seit? Sign Up for Your

Free Report Today! creatc  approximately 275
B R Sl el jobs when it opens ﬁ)r
vy e wy Li00OGH operation. Fulre cxpansion

coukl increase the total
number of jobs created 1o more than 500,

Swoet potaloes arc onc of today s botiest food trends with per capits consumption up
21 percent in the past five years according 1o the USDA. A 2007 Technomic survey
showed that 85 percent of the general popalation is favorbly inclined towand swoet
potatoes.

“We've learned from our extensive experience with sweet potatocs that they require
special ing and processing,” said Jeff DeLapp, peesident, Lamb Weston. “This
new processing plam is uniquely designed to enhance the quality of our sweet potsio
products in the most efficient way, which aliows us to continue bringing value to our
customers. Those customers, including some of the largest quick-service restaurant
chains, seck consisient, high-quality sweet potto frics and other sweet potato
products. We look forward to mecting the strong and growing domand for these
potato prodacts ™

“This significant investment is indicative of the big oppocturity Wwe see in our potalo
platform.” said Gary Rodkin, CED, ConAgn Foods. “Potsiocs, including swect
mnumﬁMhCﬂwaﬁ,mﬂmmwwiﬂdemhﬂﬁsm This new
plunwi!lﬁxﬂmmrNuﬂhAnwﬂcmieadﬂshjpposiﬁoninmmbjrsmponinggrowmmmadjmm
category, and add to our worldwide presence.”

The plam will be one of the first food plants in the country built from the ground up with the newest and best
Mﬂguﬂﬂhﬁmminhm,ﬂﬁn follow LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design} standsrds for environmentally sustainable construction. The plant’s sustainabie building
degign will provide multiple environmentsl, economic, health and community benefits, including a substantial
reduction in encrgy usegc and water conservation. In addition, the plant's design will incorporate such features as
naturat lighting and minimally iigaed landscaping. The plavt design has been registered with the Unitod Staes
Green Building Council.

“The modular design of the facility allows us tremendous flexibility 1 expand or moedify production for other
types of products, including traditional potato itoms, depending on customer and consurers necds,” DeLapp said.

Lamb Weston ciently markets swoet potatoes 10 restaurants under the Sweet Things® brand. The company siso

offers 2 line of all nauml sweet potxto products under the Alexis® brand through supermarkets and speciaity
stores.

f’roday'su}mmwduml’omaMngFmsmmmy,hschmmmdwnmaj«
investment in Louisiana is further evidence of why cur stafe comtinues to buck national economic trends,” said
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal. “ConAgra Foods joins & prestipious list of companies that have recently recagnized

our state’s poleatial by ing new eras here —~ nationally recogmzed names like Albemarle, Foster

http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/conagra-foods-lamb-weston-announces, 916781 .sht...
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Fanms. The Shaw Group, Northrop Grumeman, FxxonMobil, EA, Coca-Cola, Gardacr Denver and the new V- Rachael Bgy
Vehicle Company The reforms we have made to establith 8 strong economic envirooment continue 1o pay off’ T -

Lost 34 lbs _
“LmmebalzuﬂyaMngmvmofﬁmmmmmmmnurmismdmximmund B
the woekd, and we book forward 10 contimiing 1o grow that leadership potition with this significant investment.” she cut dowe 21D
said Del.app. “Not only is the state of Louisiana known for its high-quality sweet potaloes, it offers s great ot dlomeacn tat per
environment for business and 3 skilled workforce. Gavemor Jindal and | .ouisiana Economic Development have vieek Dy chey nG
gone out of their way to make this plant possible, and we are grateful for their support” 1 Golden Rule’

“ConAgra Foods' cheice of Lowsiama is part of an emerping trend :n whick Louisiana has become increasingly
soccessful et attracting, value-added agribusiness projects,” said Secretary Stephen Moret, Louisiana Economic
Dcveloﬂum“LikebgisUSAuﬂDymicFueb,hodlofwhichhokegnumlastyu,ConAngoodswill
mﬁmmwm‘sMinthmmmmmmmmummm
that are appesling to the marketpiace. We will continue to aggressively and straiegically pursue vahe-added
agribusiness prnjems,uswellasodiersinemtgimyowlhmsmatmll help position Louisisna for
diversified, sustainable growth.™

Initially, the company will spend approximately $155 million constructing the piam. The company's lotal
investment in the plant could exceed $200 million by 2014 if growth plans are met.

As part of the sime’s incentive package, ConAgra Foods Lamb Weston will receive a grant of $32.4 mitlion %o
$37.4 million toward site infrastructurc and plant processing equipment from the Mega-Project Development
Fmd.il’allpaﬁxmmmmmetrdaﬁwmqﬂnlinwsummﬂndpuymﬂmmimnmaTbebng—mm
full acope of the project has yet w0 be finalized, and will be determined, in part, by ConAgra Foods® access to
existing foderal incentives. ConAgm Foods hopes that a meaningful portion of its capital ivestment near Dedhi
can be made through the federal New Markets Tax Credit Program, which would permit the company 1o receive a
federal income tax credit in connection with the investment. ER N

About ConAgra Foods Lamb Weston

ConApra Foods 1.amb Wesion is North Amurica’s premiier supplier of frozen potato. sweet potato. appetizer and sur
vegetable products, serving both the foodservice and retail industries. For more information. please visit us at T CANN e

o Limba gy e

About ConAgra Foods

ConAgra Foods, Inc . (NYSE CAG) is one of North America's feading packaged food compamies. serving
grocery retalers. as well us restausams and ather foodservice establish ts. Popular ConApgra Foods consumer
brands inclache: Banquet. Chef Boyardee Fpp Beaters. Healthy Choice. Hebrew Nattonal. Huat's, Marie
Caliender's. Orvitke Redenbacher's. PAM and many ofthers For more mformation, please visit us at

e Letnd ratiads o

ConAgra Foods
Jeft Mochual. 402-204-7825
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