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Today, Monroe City Councilman Eddie Clark and citizen activist Byrd Minter filed suit
in federal court seeking an order that will allow the citizens of Monroe to vote in the upcoming
municipal elections on March 24, 2012 and April 21, 2012.  The Defendants include Monroe
City Mayor Jamie Mayo, the other four City Council members, Jay Marx, Arthur Gilmore, Jr.,
Robert Stevens, and Gretchen Ezernack, and the State election officials, Secretary of State Tom
Schedler and Ouachita Clerk of Court Louise Bond.

Mr. Clark and Mr. Minter seek an order that will allow election of the Monroe Council
from the recently adopted election plan if approved by the Justice Department by December 31,
2011.  Otherwise, the Petitioners seek a judicially ordered plan to be used in the upcoming
election.  Petitioners are seeking an order to allow City Council qualifying to occur January 18,
19 and 20, 2012 so the regular elections can thereafter proceed constitutionally.

 The City of Monroe is required under the constitutional principle of one person, one vote
(Equal Protection Clause of the 14  Amendment) to modify the City Council election districtsth

every ten years, based upon the population distribution under the federal census.  This decennial 
modification must have approval by the U.S. Justice Department under Section 5 of the federal
Voting Rights Act (“VRA”).  The City Administration received its redistricting information in
February 2011, but failed to take any action to comply with the Constitution or with Section 5 of
the VRA.  Candidates could not qualify for the City Council election last week because the City
Administration had failed to adopt new election districts in a timely basis.  With no lawful
election districts established in which candidates must reside and be elected, the candidates for
City Council could not qualify last week.

Many other cities have tried to avoid constitutionally mandated redistricting.  However,
the U.S. Supreme Court has for 30 years declared that the federal courts will protect the voters of
America.  If a city will not do its constitutional duty of redistricting on a timely basis, the federal
courts are compelled to do so.  The United States Supreme Court in Wise v. Lipscomb, 437 U.S.
535, 540, 57 L. Ed. 2d 411, 98 S. Ct. 2493 (1978). In Wise v. Lipscomb, declared that voters will
be protected, stating:

Legislative bodies should not leave their reapportionment tasks to the federal
courts; but when those with legislative responsibilities do not respond, or the
imminence of a state election makes it impractical for them to do so, it becomes
the "unwelcome obligation," Connor v. Finch, supra, at 415, of the federal court
to devise and impose a reapportionment plan pending later legislative action.”
Wise v. Lipscomb, 437 U.S. 535, 540, 57 L. Ed. 2d 411, 98 S. Ct. 2493 (1978)
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A three judge panel overseeing a successful challenge to unconstitutional Congressional

districts in the State of Texas in 1994, stated through Judge Edith Jones of the Fifth Circuit Court

of Appeal, that: 

“Because the legislature has failed to act, this Court is left with the "unwelcome
obligation" of providing a . . . redistricting plan . . . pending later legislative
action.  Wise v. Lipscomb, 437 U.S. 535, 540, 57 L. Ed. 2d 411, 98 S. Ct. 2493
(1978);  Connor v. Finch, 431 U.S. 407, 415, 52 L. Ed. 2d 465, 97 S. Ct. 1828
(1977).”  Vera v. Bush, 980 F. Supp. 251, 253, 1997 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 14261
(S.D. Tex. 1997).

The actions taken today by Mr. Clark and Mr. Minter are in the best tradition of citizens
stepping up to preserve and protect their right to vote and their right to representative democracy,
validated by legally scheduled and constitutional elections.
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