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City Hall, Monroe, Louisiana 

June 28, 2011 
     6:00p.m. 

   
There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held 
this date at the Council's regular meeting place, the Council Chamber, City Hall Building, 
Monroe, Louisiana. 
 
The Honorable Joe “Jay” Marx, Chairman, called the meeting to order. He then asked the clerk 
to call the roll.  
 
There were present: Council members Marx, Ezernack, Hill, Starr and Clark. 
 
There was absent: None. 
 
Chairman Marx announced that a quorum was present and that the Invocation and the Pledge of 
Allegiance would be led by Mrs. Ezernack or her designee. 
 
Chief Bryant led the invocation.  
 
Mr. Marx welcomed the concerned citizens who are here observing and thanked them for 
coming out. He then recognized the presence of the department heads as well as other city 
employees and citizens who have taken time out to be here for the meeting.  
 
Mr. Marx asked if any council member had any communications or special announcements. 
 
Mr. Clark thanked everyone for coming out this evening to be apart of our meeting as well as 
those who are watching at home.  He congratulated Miss Monroe on her new crown as Miss 
Louisiana.   He also thanked Chief Holmes for the work that he’s doing and on his creativity, 
just being innovative and getting everyone to believing in the police department again and just 
letting the people know that they can work with the police department.   Mr. Clark made note of 
the many calls that he received this week about the trash in South Monroe; he wanted to let them 
know that he has spoken with a lot of the department heads and had a great meetings with 
individuals and he was insured that the City is going to do their very best to get the trash clean 
up to make all of Monroe a beautiful place to live.  He further noted that they are working as a 
council and as a city to make sure all residents and all citizens are fully and adequately taken 
care of and that all of Monroe looks better.  
 
Mayor Mayo noted that it’s good to be back home after one week in Dakar, Senegal and also a 
week in Washington D.C.; the Mayor is suppose to be on vacation this week but he wanted to be 
here for this meeting tonight.  The Mayor will expound further on his trips next week and how it 
impacts the City of Monroe.  He further noted that the President of Senegal was very hospitable 
and they got a lot done and there are going to be some bright things not only for the country but 
also some things that will impact our community.  Also the Mayor congratulated President and 
CEO Glenn Post and Centurylink; there was huge announcement today by him and company and 
Governor Jindal that they will be adding 800 jobs within the next five years.  That will have a 
direct impact of 800 jobs and an indirect of almost 1200 jobs and that will be in addition to the 
three hundred plus jobs that has already been announced.  Monroe is doing well and of course 
the City will be contributing almost 700 hundred thousand dollars for infrastructure and 
improvements at the airport as it relates to utility movement and a new ramp.  Councilman Clark 
mentioned the Louisiana Pageant that was a success and I want to commend all of those; the 
Louisiana Scholarship Organization for there support and efforts and all of the volunteers. 
Actually Hope was a pass Miss Monroe and she was the winner of the Miss Louisiana Pageant 
this year. She was actually the Spirit of Ruston so I want to give acknowledgment to that. Our 
current Miss Monroe Miss Laura Vizza was the fourth runner up, so our Miss Monroe’s have 
done very well over the years and I appreciate Councilman Clark for mentioning that.  
 
Mayor Mayo recognized Allen Michael Robinson for winning first place in an art contest he 
entered in Washington with Congressman Alexander.  He is also an OK Program mentee doing 
an outstanding job under Corporal Larry “Flip” Wilson who is over the OK Program.  
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Lastly, Mayor Mayo presented Mr. Wardell Coward a proclamation for his achievement of the 
Louisiana Barber of the year award for more than four decades.   
 
Mr. Marx noted for those that don’t know Wardell he is a lot more than “The Barber of the 
Year”, he is very active throughout the community and the City appreciates all his efforts.  Also 
Mr. Marx attended the Miss Louisiana Pageant on Saturday night and it was a magnificent event 
and a great crowd and wonderful evening.  He noted that Monroe should certainly be proud to be 
able to host that event here.  Mr. Marx filled in for the Mayor while he was on one of his trips at 
the Fire Department with the Fire Recruits that joined the Fire Department and it was an honor 
Mayor to fill in for the Mayor.  On another matter Mr. Marx wanted to visit about the last 
council meeting about a mistake that he made at Citizen participation which is suppose to be a 
dialogue in a professional way of talking with each other to solve problems.  Mr. Marx 
apologized to his colleagues and those that were at the meeting.  He then read in part a resolution 
that was originally passed May 10, 1999 and was amended in September.  This Resolution that 
changed the time limit for participation from five minutes to three minutes, but it became 
apparent to him that he needed to reinforce with everyone who attends what the last page of this 
Ordinance reads: “The presiding officer of the meeting shall have the authority to terminate the 
time allotted to any speaker who is abusive argumentative, repetitive or disruptive.  The 
presiding officer of the meeting shall have the authority to have any person removed from the 
council chambers if such person refuses to leave the podium. The presiding officer of the 
meeting shall have the authority to have any person removed from the council chamber if such 
person is abusive argumentative, unruly and disruptive”.  Mr. Marx noted that he would truly 
hate to have to do that but if forced he will and he added let’s keep comments dealing with City 
not personality.  Again, he apologized to his colleagues and noted that he should have done 
something then, but he will go forward.  
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack the minutes of the Legal and Regular 
Session of June 14, 2011 were approved as presented.  (There were no comments from the 
public.) 

         
 Presentation:  Chief Holmes: 
 

Chief Holmes introduced the police officers who will be assigned to each council district and 
their respective council member: 
 
Chief Holmes, Monroe Police Department came forward to present to the Council some 
outstanding employees that they have in a program that the Police Department has always had 
for years, and are looking to enhance it to help with community relations and ultimately to 
solve crimes in the City.  The Community Policing Program over the years has dwindled down 
to one individual because of funding or transfers or employees moving elsewhere and it was 
placed on the back burner. That is one thing as an agency that the MPD wanted to improve and 
enhance. Although they have been in place for two weeks today is the public acknowledgement 
of the enhancement to the Community Policing Program.  Chief Holmes explained briefly what 
the officers responsibilities will be as well as raise the gap between the community and the 
public and the council by assigning one community police person to each council member. 
   
Dennis Wall, Councilman Marx, Dist. #1  

 Jackie Scoby, Councilwoman Ezernack, Dist. #2 
 Terrance Ervin, Councilwoman Hill, Dist. #3 
 Anthony Smith, Councilwoman Dr. Starr, Dist. #4 
 Issac Gayden, Councilman Clark, Dist. #5 
 

Mr. Marx thanked Chief Holmes on behalf of the council for setting this up and doing this and 
he noted that he thinks it will help everyone do their jobs on both ends of the spectrum. 

 
The following proposed Condemnations were considered: 
 
3809 Barlow Street – Owner, Joseph Marshall Est. & OPPJ – “Notice to Show Cause” was 
served to a Curator.  Photographic evidence was presented.  There was no one present.  Upon 
motion of Mrs. Hill, seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved, the building was 
condemned, and the property owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which to bring the 
structures into compliance with the code or to demolish the structures and clean the lot. (There 
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were no comments from the public.) 

Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr 703 Florida Street – Owner, Benny Ray Sims – 
was unanimously removed from the agenda. (structure demolished) (There were no comments 
from the public.) 
 
708 Florida Street – Owners, Columbus Gregory & OPPJ – “Notice to Show Cause” was served 
to a Curator.  Photographic evidence was presented.  There was no one present.  Upon motion of 
Dr. Starr, seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved, the building was condemned, and 
the property owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which to bring the structures into 
compliance with the code or to demolish the structures and clean the lot. (There were no 
comments from the public.) 
 
There was no communication with the owner. 
 
1705 South Grand Street – Owners, A&B and Reed Group, Christopher Irby, OPPJ – “Notice to 
Show Cause” was served to a Curator.  Photographic evidence was presented.  There was no one 
present.  Upon motion of Dr. Starr, seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved, the 
building was condemned, and the property owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which 
to bring the structures into compliance with the code or to demolish the structures and clean the 
lot. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
1107 Griffin Street – Owner, Mattie Staten – “Notice to Show Cause” was served to a Curator.  
Photographic evidence was presented.  There was no one present.  Upon motion of Mrs. Hill, 
seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved, the building was condemned, and the property 
owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which to bring the structures into compliance with 
the code or to demolish the structures and clean the lot. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
 
3509 Jackson Street – Owners, Cobey Robison, Margarette Sumlin – “Notice to Show Cause” 
was served to a Curator.  Photographic evidence was presented.  Upon motion of Mr. Clark, 
seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved, the building was not condemned, and the 
property owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which to secure the lot, bring the 
structures into compliance with the code and clean the lot. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
 
Ms. Cobey Robinson at 412 East 13th Street in Smackover Arkansas came forward and noted that 
she has spoken with Mr. Newman and she has already fixed the roof he said he was going to 
come and ask for some additional time for her to finish so the City wouldn’t have to condemn the 
house.    

Mr. Clark asked how long has this house been vacant.  

Ms. Robinson noted since she bought it at the tax sale, but she has been keeping the yard up and 
she would like sixty days to bring it into compliance.   She lives out of town and have to travel to 
see about the property and it’s a good house and she thinks once it’s cleaned up and fixed it will 
help the neighborhood.  
 
Mr. Clark noted with respect to what you’ve done to the property in district 5 as well as the city; 
they are cleaning these houses up.  He further noted that they are going to work with Ms. 
Robinson on this and he wanted to know from Code Enforcement if the house is boarded up or is 
it unsecured at this pointing time.  

Ms. Robinson noted that it’s not boarded because they did not ask her to board it.  

Mr. Clark wanted to know what Ms. Robinson’s intentions are and if she was trying to rent this 
out. 
  
Ms. Robinson noted that she thinks she will.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know when they started working on the roof.  

Ms. Robinson noted that it was a couple of weeks ago.  
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Mr. Clarks wanted to know prior to putting the roof on had she done anything else to the house.  

Ms. Robinson noted that they have done the electricity. 
 
Mr. Clark asked Ms. Wilson where there were with respect to the house and the overall condition 
of it.  

Ms. Wilson noted that Mr. Newman did inspect it and he did tell her today that Ms. Robinson 
called him and stated they were working on the roof.  The reason it’s before you now is that if 
nothing is done the day before at all they bring it before you. So it is her understanding that it 
was not up to compliance where he could give her more time and not bring it before you.  
 
The previous motion and second were withdrawn. 
 

Mr. Clark motioned to give the property owner 30 days to bring the property up to code and 
secure the house.  The property was not condemned. 
  
3725 Lionel Street – Owner, April L. Smith – “Notice to Show Cause” was served to a Curator.  
Photographic evidence was presented.  There was no one present.  Upon motion of Mrs. Hill, 
seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved, the building was condemned, and the 
property owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which to bring the structures into 
compliance with the code or to demolish the structures and clean the lot. (There were no 
comments from the public.) 

There was no communication with the owner. 

809 Mississippi Street – Owners, Edwin Hilton, Herbert & Alma Trim – “Notice to Show 
Cause” was served to a Curator.  Photographic evidence was presented.  There was no one 
present.  Upon motion of Dr. Starr, seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved, the 
building was condemned, and the property owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which 
to bring the structures into compliance with the code or to demolish the structures and clean the 
lot. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
3008 Pearl Street – Owner, Manda Bourn et al – “Notice to Show Cause” was served to a 
Curator.  Photographic evidence was presented.  There was no one present.  Upon motion of Mr. 
Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved, the building was condemned, and the 
property owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which to bring the structures into 
compliance with the code or to demolish the structures and clean the lot. (There were no 
comments from the public.) 

Mrs. Wilson, Code Enforcement Officer, explained she spoke with the property owner one time 
and she stated that her church member had put the trailer on the property and she was suppose to 
contact her to remove it and they never have and its still open. 
 
3609 Pippen Street – Owners, Mikeous Goins, Bertha Bradford, Rosie Lewis – “Notice to Show 
Cause” was served to a Curator.  Photographic evidence was presented.  There was no one 
present.  Upon motion of Mrs. Hill, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved, the 
building was condemned, and the property owner given 30 days or until July 28, 2011, in which 
to bring the structures into compliance with the code or to demolish the structures and clean the 
lot. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
There was no communication with the owner. 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr, 3309 Dick Taylor Street – Owners, Brown & 
Sons Realty, Andrea Ross, Cedric Thompson – was unanimously removed from the agenda. 
(Owner met compliance.) (There were no comments from the public.) 

        
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr to reject the Cooley House blank bid that was 
on the last agenda to be accepted and it was passed over because the bids came in too high; 
therefore, the Community Affairs Department is asking that all bids received for the G. B. 
Cooley House Electrical Repairs Ref#83-0041 be rejected because they are beyond the funds 



 5 

available for the project and non compliance with the mandatory pre-bid meeting.  None of the 
bidders attended the pre-bid meeting.  (There is a request to re-advertise under the Community 
Affairs Dept.) (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack to accept the bids of Parker Wholesale of 
Bastrop, LA, Peregrine Corporation of Monroe, LA, Fuqua Paper Supply of Ruston, LA, Dixie 
Paper Company of Minden, LA, Long Preferred of Monroe, LA, Unisource Worldwide, 
Shreveport, LA and MSC Industrial Supply of Shreveport, LA for a one hundred eighty (180) 
day supply contract of Office supplies seal bid #83-0069 as recommended by the Director of 
Administration as complying with and meeting all the specifications.  All vendors comply with 
and meet all specifications.  Funds for the purchase are derived from various city divisions.  The 
Purchasing Division recommends this contract be capped at $40,000.00.  (There were no 
comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Dr. Starr to accept the bids of Stuart’s of West 
Monroe, LA, M L Bathe of Monroe, LA, Quill Corporation of Lincolnshire, IL, Peregrine 
Corporation of Monroe, LA, and Executive Business Supply of Monroe, LA for a one hundred 
eighty (180) day supply contract of Office supplies seal bid #83-0068 as recommended by the 
Director of Administration as complying with and meeting all the specifications.  All vendors 
comply with and meet all specifications.  Funds for the purchase are derived from various city 
divisions.  The Purchasing Division recommends this contract be capped at $40,000.00. (There 
were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr for an application by JMAR LLC (Marcia 
Reid) dba Shananigan’s 2, 717 N. 6th Street, Monroe, LA 71201 for a new 2011 Class A 
Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and 
Sales Tax has been approved.  (Distance Report Cleared, Cert. of Occupy Cleared.) (There were 
no comments from the public.) 
 
Resolution No. 5745 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded by 
Mrs. Ezernack was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
 
Resolution granting preliminary approval for the consent and authority to issue, sell and deliver 
not exceeding ten million and no/100 dollars (10,000,000) of Sales Tax Refunding Bonds, in one 
or more series, of the City of Monroe, State of Louisiana, all in the manner provided for by 
Chapter 14A of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended, and other 
Constitutional and Statutory authority supplemental thereto; making application to the Louisiana 
State Bond Commission for approval of said Bonds and providing for other matters in connection 
therewith. 
 
So that everyone is on the same page Mr. Marx asked Mr. Thompson to explain what they are 
doing with this Resolution. 
 
Mr. Nnamdi Thompson, Government Consultant, came forward along with Bill, Boles of Boles 
Law Firm to explain the Resolution to consider refinancing the outstanding 2002 Sales Tax 
Bonds.  With this refinancing, the City is locking in the lower rate that has occurred in the market 
place over the last couple of months.  This is not extending the bond issue, it’s doing a fix rate 
deal and it’s payable by the 1% Sales Tax that the City has outstanding.  
 
Mr. Marx wanted to know the estimated saving for the City. 
 
Mr. Thompson noted that the estimated annual savings to the City is over $35,000 a year and they 
are looking to get it near $45,000 a year, which means a total saving over the life of the bond 
issue, is over $400,000.  
 
Mr. Marx noted that this is strictly just giving you the authorization to go.  
 
Mr. Thompson said exactly and that this introduction of this resolution will allow them and Mr. 
Boles to go to the Bond Commission to get approval from them.  They will be back to the Council 
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two more times, the first to do the introduction of ordinance and then they will do the final 
ordinance. 
 
Resolution No. 5746 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Mrs. Hill was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from 
the public.) 

           
Resolution authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor of the City of Monroe, to sign and execute a 
grant application to the U.S. Department of Agriculture for a 2011 Farmer’s Market 
Promotion Program.  
 
Mr. Byrd Minter, 2206 Briarmoor, came forward to express his opposition and as he 
understands this expenditure it’s a portion of an overall project to develop a Farmers 
Market in front of the courthouse.  He further noted that the other monies are available 
because apparently the City has unspent money on other projects in the downtown core 
area.  A farmers market would only be operated during the harvest season and this facility 
would compete against the Monroe and West Monroe Farmers Market which operates 5-7 
days a week during the harvest season.  Mr. Minter noted that this is a total waste of 
money that can only be conceived by politicians and bureaucrats.  He further noted if 
they can find a private venture that can finance such an operation.  He recalled a private 
produce vendor in the area built a beautiful facility on Oliver Road and it was open seven 
days a week during the harvest season and it only lasted two years.  The Monroe Farmers 
Market and West Monroe Farmer Market only exist because the facilities are provided by 
the cities.  
 
Ms. Hill noted that what they have in front of them is an application for a grant. That’s 
what they are approving and she wanted to know what project Mr. Minter was referring 
to. 
 
Mrs. Summersgill noted if the city get the grant they will have these funds to spend on 
the River Market Project, if they don’t get the grant they don’t get the money. This is just 
extra funding made available to the City through the Federal Government and there are 
no matching funds.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know if this was costing the city any money.  
 
Mrs. Summersgill said that this grant doesn’t cost the City anything.  
 
Myra Gatling, Downtown Economic Development District Director (DEDD) came 
forward and noted that this particular grant is a USDA grant that they do for farmer’s 
markets. There’s no matching fund and it’s a two year operational grant for farmer’s 
markets. 
 
Resolution No. 5747 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Mrs. Hill was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from 
the public.) 
 
Resolution approving and authorizing an agreement by and between the City of Monroe and the 
State of Louisiana, Department of Transportation and Development for a Maintenance Agreement 
including mowing and litter pickup and further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Mr. Marx noted that the supporting papers say West Monroe. 
 
Mrs. Summersgill, City Attorney, explained that this came to from the state and they had done 
something similar with West Monroe, so wherever it says West Monroe it will say Monroe.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know if this was a substantial change.  
 
Mrs. Summersgill noted that this is just a mistake, all the numbers in it are right. Everything else 
is correct and that was just something that the DOTD picked up on a previous agreement they had.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know if this agreement changed from last year’s agreement at all.  
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Mr. Janway noted that it has been the same year after year.  
 
Mrs. Summersgill noted that it is $875 per cycle per mile for the interstate and that it’s the same 
one they have had every year.  

                
Resolution No. 5748 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Mr. Clark was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from 
the public.) 

 
Resolution appointing The News-Star as the Official Journal of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, 
pursuant to the Louisiana R. S. 43:141 ET. SEQ. and further providing with respect thereto.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know how we determine our official journal for the City.  
 
Mrs. Summersgill stated I think Mrs. Riley could answer that better for you. There’s a specific 
statute on it.  
 
Mrs. Carolus Riley, Council Clerk, informed the Council that with the information she advertise 
she need a daily circulation newspaper that way everything don’t get backed up as far as an 
ordinance that needs to come back in seven days.  If a weekly paper is used that seven day 
ordinance that has to lie over will skip a meeting.  
 
Mr. Clark stated I read that statute and most of the smaller municipalities don’t have daily 
papers.  
 
Mrs. Riley explained that they also only have one meeting a month.  
 
Mr. Clark noted that’s true but if the City wanted to advertise an item like that particular item 
only, could we also look at alternating our official journals.  
 
Mrs. Riley explained that they all use to be named the City’s Official Journal; it’s not that they 
don’t get out business; they run the minutes and other departments.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know how long the news star has been our official journal.  
 
Mrs. Riley noted that the City has always used them and the other two, which has recently 
stopped.  
 
Mr. Clark noted this is what he is looking at the Newsstar being the official journal the other two 
being the Free Press and the Dispatch, they get on an alternating basis and they get business here 
and there.  He wanted to know how long how long the Newsstar has has been the official journal 
and what is the current price that we are paying for our official journal.  
 
Mrs. Riley noted that it is less than the two other papers, which is $3.85 I believe to the News-
star and $4 to the others. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know if quotes were solicited from the other two papers, The Dispatch and 
the Free Press. 
 
Mrs. Riley explained this is how it’s been set up. This was done prior to and this is how it has ran 
when bids were done when it first started.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know how we know that the other two are higher.  
 
Mrs. Riley noted that they run the minutes and that’s what they charge. $4.00 a column inch.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know how they know that the price wouldn’t have changed if they had 
given a quote.    
 
Mrs. Riley noted that one of them has been trying to raise the price anyway, but the Council can 
do that if you like. 
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Mr. Clark noted that at the school board the Dispatch was at $2.00 and he doesn’t know if they 
even asked them what the quote would be.  Mr. Clark would like to see it get around to 
everybody if possible.  
 
Mrs. Riley noted right and as she said the City did use them all, they were all the official journal 
and somewhere during budget hearings all that changed.    

           
Resolution No. 5749 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Marx and on his motion seconded by 
Mrs. Ezernack was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 

 
Resolution authorizing a Request for Proposals from Qualified Professionals to study, plan, 
design, finance and make proposals for the construction of an Indoor Sports Arena in the City of 
Monroe and further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Mr. Marx noted that there was a typo and to remove the word finance from the subject heading.  
 
Mayor Mayo explained that this project has been a top administrative priority for at least three 
years and they all are waiting the opening of the new airport terminal and it is at 65% complete 
and now they are ready to start work on a 21st century arena.  The old arena is 44 years old and 
has had a number of events there for many years, but the maintenance cost is quite high and 
having said that he thinks the City is at a point where it can start looking at going out and seeing 
the feasibility of constructing hopefully a 10,000 capacity seat area. That will not only continue 
the efforts with the number of events that are held, but also create a larger venue that will attract 
other events such as tournaments and different conferences also other large entertainment acts that 
the City is losing to Shreveport and Jackson.  This will put the City in a better position to be able 
to accommodate a lot of the growth seen in terms of business such as Centurylink and the new 
airport. Just getting us into the 21st century. 
 
Ms. Hill wanted to know where would the City finance the study from and have the funds been 
identified.  
 
Mayor Mayo explained that the funds would come from the Economic Development Funds.  He 
also wanted to mention that there has been some preliminary discussion with ULM President Nick 
Bruno too because, obviously, they’re looking at the opportunity of constructing the new arena as 
well.  There may be some possible partnership and that’s what the feasibility study will define.  
 
Mr. Marx noted that this is not building the arena, just laying the groundwork so when and if the 
opportunity comes they will have a plan and he thinks that’s very important.  
 
Ms. Hill noted that part of this is to have a plan not just to say when the opportunity comes, to 
make a way or a path towards figuring this out. 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved a request from 
the Community Affairs Department for authorization for the Purchasing Division to re-advertise 
the G. B. Cooley House Electrical Project. Funds for this project are derived from the Cooley 
House Foundation.  The estimated cost of this project is $34,000.00. (There were no comments 
from the public.) 

    
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved a request to 
authorize the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids on Contract #114-1 Project.  The 
estimated cost of this project is $ 1.7 million. (There were no comments from the public.)  
 
Mr. Marx noted that from what he understands this goes to infrastructure and then comes to the 
Council.  
 
Mrs. Summersgill, City Attorney said yes sir, but she is not really sure about this particular item.  
 
Mr. Marx noted that it would be most helpful if we had something from infrastructure moving 
forward and Mrs. Hill can kind of enlighten everyone.  
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Mrs. Hill explained that they did discuss this item at the Infrastructure Commission meeting.  
There were several members who had questions and basically the request was to go forward, 
because it’s just advertising for bids at that point.  They will look to see where bids come in and 
then come back with a recommendation to council as to whether or not the funds are there to 
proceed.  This is not to proceed with the project it’s simply to see what the cost would be and 
whether or not we have adequate funding to move to the next level.  
 
Resolution No. 5750 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded 
by Mrs. Ezernack was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
 
Resolution accepting as Substantially Complete Work done by and between the City of Monroe 
and Trenchless Methods, Inc., for Basin MR-02A Rehabilitation, and further providing with 
respect thereto. 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Hill and unanimously approved a request to 
authorize the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids on Walnut Street (from the railroad 
crossing to Louisville Avenue) Project.  The estimated cost of this project is $530,000.00. (There 
were no comments from the public.) 
 
Mrs. Hill wanted to know how this is being funded. 

Mrs. Sinyale Morrison, City Engineer, noted that it’s a CIC project. 

Mr. Marx wanted to know if it has that been budgeted.  

Mrs. Morrison said yes. 

 

BREAK IF NEEDED: 
 

     IX: INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 
          

Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr an Ordinance authorizing James E. Mayo, 
Mayor, to enter into a contract and Lease Agreement with Harvey Myles D/B/A Manna News 
Stand and further providing with respect thereto was unanimously removed from the agenda at the 
request of the Legal Department. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr an Ordinance authorizing James E. Mayo, 
Mayor, to enter into a contract and Lease Agreement with Kathy D. Hale D/B/A Twin City Gift 
Shop and further providing with respect thereto was unanimously removed from the agenda at the 
request of the Legal Department. (There were no comments from the public.)  
 
Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Mr. Marx an Ordinance authorizing the City of 
Monroe to take Corporal Possession of the property described below and to sell to Pat and Lana 
Hezekiah, All Rights, Title and Interest that the City may have acquired to Lot 8, Square 54, 
Booker T. Washington Addition by adjudication at Tax Sale dated July 13, 2004, and further with 
respect thereto was introduced, discussed and placed on file with the City Clerk and will remain 
in her office in the form in which it will be offered for final adoption and is open to the 
inspection of the public as the law requires prior to being offered for final adoption thereto. 
(There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Hill an Ordinance Supplementing and amending the 
original contract with S.E. Huey Engineering for the Riverfront Development Project as per the 
attached Supplement No. 1 and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no comments 
from the public.)  
 
Upon motion of Mr. Marx, seconded by Dr. Starr an Ordinance authorizing Change Order No. 15 
to the contract with Lincoln Builders of Ruston, Inc. and further providing with respect thereto 
was introduced, discussed and placed on file with the City Clerk and will remain in her office in 
the form in which it will be offered for final adoption and is open to the inspection of the public 
as the law requires prior to being offered for final adoption thereto. (There were no comments 
from the public.) 
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Mr. Clark wanted to know exactly what this Change Order is about. 
 
Mr. Cleve Norrell, Airport Director explained that the one big thing is the main sidewalk that runs 
through the middle of the long term parking lot all the way up to the terminal.  The traffic is 
crossing those and they have to put a lot of bollards to stop the automobile traffic from crossing.  
Also the area that they put the street markings for the blind can feel that they’re about to come up 
on an area where there may be traffic.  The canopy that goes over an area that’s kind of 
unprotected between the main canopy and building C.  There are some changes for the airline to 
get some of there equipment in to help them get there antenna’s and so forth up to the roof, so they 
can talk to the airplanes that come in.  And one of the other biggest changed is the original spec 
called for waterless urinals and it turns out that those haven’t been approved for Louisiana.  
Louisiana is one of four states that haven’t been approved by the Department of Health and 
Hospitals. They meet the national standard but not Louisiana standard, so we had to go back to the 
regular flush type.  
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know if they were part of the original bid process of 34 million dollars.  
 
Mr. Norrell noted that the bollards were not, but the waterless toilets were and they have to change 
those out to the flush type.  
 
Mr. Clark noted with respect to the curve ramps for a blind person, that wasn’t apart of the 
original 34 million dollar bid.  
 
Mr. Norrell noted they were not put in the original 34 million dollar bid.  
 
Ms. Hill noted isn’t that just basic ADA compliance.  
 
Mr. Norrell noted that they would not have been in ADA compliance without it, but they will with 
them.  
 
Mr. Marx asked that LPA come and explain that and the urinals too.  
 
Mr. Mike Leath, LPA Group, explained that on the urinal they actually spec those because 
everybody is going green and the waterless urinals saves you approximately 60,000 gallons of 
water a year.  In fairness to everybody involved, Louisiana is one of the few states that don’t allow 
oil urinals. Basically you come in there once a month, pour oil in there and you get away from 
using water. As I understand it there are a number of waterless urinals in this area but the 
plumbing inspectors stated it didn’t meet code, which by the letter of the law it does not.  
 
Mr. Marx wanted to know how they missed that and wasn’t that their responsibility. 
 
Mr. Leath explained that it was but they thought that surly it would go as part of everybody going 
green and trying to save water.  It’s a pretty simple device, but they did miss it and there is a 
section in the code that disallows it.  
 
Mr. Marx wanted to talk about the ADA stuff.  
 
Mr. Leath stated regarding the dooms when they finish redesigning the parking lot and everything 
to get it up to what they have now, they had to come in there and put in here and that wasn’t 
included in the original documents.  
 
Mr. Marx wanted to know if it should have been.  
 
Mr. Leath explained that they did not know with the parking lots, they had a basic concept of it 
between the times when it was put on the shelf until Mr. Denmon got the order to give him the 
drawings.   
 
Mr. Clark noted with respect to being ADA compliant, obviously, when you spend this kind of 
money you still want to be ADA compliant.  If this is not approved this prevents the City from 
moving forward and being compliant. 
 
Mr. Leath stated this is something that you got to do there is no way around it. The only thing he 
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can say is if you don’t pay for it the first time you are going to pay for it now and they have 
argued with the representative, talked to them about two or three times a day about money.   
 
Further discussion on this matter followed. 
 
Mrs. Earlene Bryant, 3208 Polk Street, noted that she would like to know how long they are just 
going to continue to add to the airport.  It looks like every meeting it’s something they forgot or 
they need and she can’t get a pool table covered at the recreation center. 
 
Mr. Marx noted that it is his understanding from engineers that he has talked with, it is not 
unreasonable on a contract this size that you end up on a 5% range of overages.  The City is 
committed to this project and Mr. Clark you are correct they have no choice but to do this. 
 
Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Mr. Clark an Ordinance authorizing Mayor James 
Mayo to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with Nova Workforce Institute of 
Northeast Louisiana and further providing with respect thereto was introduced, discussed and 
placed on file with the City Clerk and will remain in her office in the form in which it will be 
offered for final adoption and is open to the inspection of the public as the law requires prior to 
being offered for final adoption thereto.  
 
Mr. Clark asked for an update on where they are with NOVA and what type of impact it has had 
on the residents and the City. 
 
Mr. Paul West, NOVA Executive Director, came forward to bring the Council up to date on the 
work they have done and are doing throughout the City.  Dr. Betty Coffman, Associate Professor 
at ULM and also a Deacon in the Episcopal or Western Louisiana involved with Interfaith work.  
Mr. Jim Mooney, Grainger Industrial Supply Store in West Monroe, have been helping local 
business in the Louisiana area for the past 70 years, providing industrial supply and cleaning 
equipment came this evening to share why Grainger supports NOVA.  
 
Mr. Clark questioned why the City was decreasing funding with Nova and wanted to amend the 
Ordinance. 
 
Mayor Mayo explained that they initially made a commitment to NOVA that the City would 
contribute $100,000 to them along with other congressmen and other folks who had made initial 
commitment to give them seed money. The whole idea was to make that contribution to get them 
on there feet one time and to help support which the City has done. Then there was another 
request for $50,000 which the City contributed that amount and it was said at that time the City 
have other projects that they were working on and the intent of these two economic development 
funds were to have funding in place to help entities such as this.  Also to help secure other 
companies to our community as well as helping those expand.  
 
Mrs. Hill noted the City has certainly double down already in its commitment to Nova and her 
question is where are the other contributors on there commitment that was made and whether or 
not they’ve double down like the City has already even prior to the City putting in more.  
 
Mr. West explained as far as initial commitments coming in he understands there were some 
federal dollars that they are looking at in trying to secure. Now those have not been secured yet, 
but they continue to work with our congressional delegation as well in pursuing that.  He further 
noted that most of their sources of funding they have to go back to over and over again and that’s 
a fact of life. 
 
Dr. Starr noted that she commends the NOVA Group on the job they do and she wants to say that 
without organizations like Nova there would be some unproductive citizens. However, she do 
understand the administrative funding, the $100,000, $50,000 twice that’s $200,000 and provided 
that the $25,000 passes tonight; then they must know that the City has been supportive and 
remains supportive of the things that they do.  With that said, Dr. Starr noted that the fund is just 
like any economic chain it is dwindling with the City to and they should take that administrative 
recommendation. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack noted that she certainly appreciate the job that Nova has done and continue to do 
and I know that the people that have been gainfully employed with a good living wage certainly 
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appreciate those efforts too. However, she knows that at some point you have to split off. 
 
Mr. Clark noted that he wants to thank all his colleagues who spoke very eloquently on the issue 
and taking Mrs. Ezernack advice he would ask that the City approve the $25,000 and the other 
$25,000 will come from him.  He will partner with NOVA for the remaining of this year and get 
them the funds that they need.  
 
Mr. Marx noted that he believes in NOVA, but he also believes you got to leave the nest 
sometime. Even though he was a part and glad he was, there was question whether government 
really has the right to be funding programs like this but they did and he was glad. 
 
Mr. West thanked the Council. 
 
Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Mrs. Hill an Ordinance amending Chapter 37, 
Zoning, Article III, Districts, Division 4, Industrial Districts, Section 37-111, Light Industrial 
Districts (b) permitted Uses (2) Uses Requiring Planning Approval of the code of the City of 
Monroe, Louisiana; repealing all ordinances in conflict therewith was introduced, discussed and 
placed on file with the City Clerk and will remain in her office in the form in which it will be 
offered for final adoption and is open to the inspection of the public as the law requires prior to 
being offered for final adoption thereto. (There were no comments from the public.) (P&Z) 
 
Mrs. Ezernack wanted to know if this had been changed per the questions at the last meeting 
concerning someone who would wish to have liquor sales and would have to appear before the 
Planning Commission to get approval.  
 
Mrs. Poret, Planning & Zoning Director said that is correct.  
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr an Ordinance authorizing James E. Mayo, 
Mayor, to enter into a Lease with McAllister’s Corporation at the Monroe Regional Airport and 
further providing with respect thereto was introduced, discussed and placed on file with the City 
Clerk and will remain in her office in the form in which it will be offered for final adoption 
and is open to the inspection of the public as the law requires prior to being offered for final 
adoption thereto. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Mrs. Summersgill, City Attorney, explained that she needed to make one clarification. On the 
back in the insurance section which is section 12 under item A, they are changing that to be a 
General Liability Policy of 1 million dollars combined single, which names the City as agent, 
officer, its named insurer.  Mrs. Summersgill will get that language straight by the next meeting.  

 
      X: RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION: 

 
Ordinance No. 11,187 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded 
by Mrs. Hill was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing and seeing no one come forward the hearing was 
declared closed.  
 
Ordinance authorizing the City of Monroe to take Corporeal Possession of the property described 
below and to sell to Kenneth Williams, All Rights, Title and Interest that the City may have 
acquired to Lot 7, Square F, Lovers Lane Addition, Monroe, La., by adjudication at Tax Sale 
dated July 31, 2003, and further with respect thereto. (Legal Dept.)  
 
Ordinance No. 11,188 was offered for final adoption by Dr. Starr and on her motion seconded 
by Mr. Clark was approved and adopted. (Mrs. Ezernack abstained.) (There were no comments 
from the public.) 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing and seeing no one come forward the hearing was 
declared closed. 
 
Ordinance authorizing an amendment to the current lease with Centurytel Service Group, LLC 
d/b/a Century Link at the Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with respect thereto. 
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(Airport)  
 
Ms. Hill wanted to know if this is a result of the City going into the new airport while they are 
doing this.  
 
Mr. Marx noted that this has more to do with the expansion of Centurylink. 
 
Ordinance No. 11,189 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded 
by Mrs. Hill was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing and seeing no one come forward the hearing was 
declared closed.  
 
Ordinance supplementing the original agreement dated December 11, 2009 and the first 
supplement agreement dated January 12, 2010 regarding State Project No. 937-01-00xx, FAA’s 
AIP No. 3-22-0033-028-2009, DEC Project No. 09-02-06, Rehabilitation of Runway 14/32, 
Taxiway “C” and Taxiway “F”, Monroe Regional Airport, and further providing with respect 
thereto. (Airport) 
 
Ordinance No. 11,190 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded 
by Mrs. Ezernack was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing and seeing no one come forward the hearing was 
declared closed.  
 
Ordinance authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to enter into a Cooperative Service Agreement with 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture for Beaver, Nutria and Pigeon Damage Management 
Services, and further providing with respect thereto. (Public Works) (There were no comments 
from the public.)  
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded Mrs. Hill an Ordinance adopting and amending the Zoning 
Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana to rezone a 9 acres (more or less) parcel presently zoned 
B-5, Business Park District to B-3, General Business District, presently located in Ouachita Parish 
was unanimously removed from the agenda – Applicant - LeAnne Pappas/City of Monroe – 
(P&Z) (This item is scheduled for the July 12 meeting.) (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
     
Chairman Marx announced that the Council had concluded the regular portion of the agenda, 
and was now at the Point of Citizens Participation. He then asked if anyone had any 
comments/questions.  
 
Mr. Marx read Resolution No. 3280 again for those who were not present at the beginning of 
the meeting which states the rules of procedure for persons wishing to be heard by the Monroe 
City Council as it pertains to the presiding officer’s authority to terminate the time allotted to 
any speaker who is abusive, argumentative, repetitive or disruptive.   
 
The Chairman called the first speaker to the podium. 
 
Mr. Payton Brakefield, Monroe, LA came forward to address the council tonight due to the safety 
concerns that he has and what he has noticed with this city crew is that they have no safety 
equipment, no hard hats, safety glasses and no shields on the bucket trucks or safety harness.  And 
the ropes there using is not legal for the tree work that they’re doing.  Mr. Payton thought in the 
State of Louisiana that the City should be under the Arborist and they should have an Arborist on 
duty covering that; however, he found out late this evening finally a name of the Arborist.  He 
wanted to know if the Arborist is in control of the tree work that’s being performed why aren’t 
they saying anything about safety etc.  He further noted that he called numerous offices of City 
today to try and address the safety issues and he found out that the City of Monroe and State 
agencies are not up under the OSHEA regulations.  He thought that was shocking when you have 
people lives at stake you would think they would have the decency of at least going by the 
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guidelines of OSHEA.  Mr. Payton just wanted to bring this to the City’s attention and he hopes 
nobody gets hurt. 
 
Ms. Earlene Bryant 3208 Polk Street came forward to give her District 5 report. Mrs. Bryant asked 
Mr. Smith in Beautification about coming to the South side and planting or seeing about 
beautification down there.  He said he would do it and tonight he said he is on a special summer 
project with the youth and as soon as he finishes that he will see about putting out some plants or 
flowers in South Monroe.    

 
Mr. Robert Johnson 2608 Coolidge, Monroe, LA, Park Superintendant for City of Monroe 
Forsythe Park and President of Local 2388 came forward to address an incident that was aired by 
Channel 10 and he noted that it got him upset a little bit.  He wanted to address his peers and he 
noted that he has been in public service for 36 years and he knows how to address the public.  He 
knows the City of Monroe has a lot of problems, but it’s not his intention to add to those 
problems. When channel 10 aired that he said a bad word, he noted that’s not in his vocabulary.  
Mr. Johnson explained that he is a leader and he exercise himself as a leader and he wanted to 
address that to this staff and his department head and supervisors that he totally respect.  He 
further noted that he will be taken some action against that.  

 
Mr. Marx thanked him for coming.   
 
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:15p.m., upon motion of Mr. Clark, and seconded by Dr. Starr. 
 
Joe “Jay” Marx   
Chairman  
 
Carolus S. Riley   
Council Clerk 
 
 
For extended details on the council meeting please call the Council Clerk Monday-Friday at 
318329-2252 to schedule an appointment to listen to the minute tape. 


