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City Hall, Monroe, Louisiana 

June 12, 2012 
     6:00p.m. 

   
There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held 
this date at the Council's regular meeting place, the Council Chamber, City Hall Building, 
Monroe, Louisiana. 
 
The Honorable Jay “Joe” Marx, Chairman, called the meeting to order. He then asked the clerk 
to call the roll.  
 
There were present: Council members Marx, Ezernack, Starr and Clark. 
 
There was absent: Councilwoman Hill 
 
Chairman Marx announced that a quorum was present and that the Invocation and the Pledge of 
Allegiance would be led by Mr. Clark. 
 
(Mrs. Hill is out of town for training.) 
 
Mr. Marx welcomed the concerned citizens who are here observing and thanked them for 
coming out.  He then recognized the presence of the mayor and the department heads as well as 
other city employees and citizens who have taken time out to be here for the meeting.  
 
Mr. Marx asked if any council member had any communications or special announcements. 
 
 
Mayor Mayo noted that the City has several transportation project that the Administration along 
with the support of the Council have worked on for many years and there is one on the agenda 
tonight; the Tower-Armand Connector.  There is a lot of hard work and time that has gone into 
that project and as it appears on the agenda ready for bidding this is very, very significant for the 
City of Monroe.  Also the Zoo Entrance is not on the agenda but they are working very, very 
hard to get that one done as well and these are two very, very important transportation projects 
for the City of Monroe. 
 
Mr. Marx noted that he will be out of town over the next 10 days as he recuperates and Vice 
Chair, Gretchen Ezernack will be available during his absents.          
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr the minutes of the Legal and Regular Session 
of May 22, 2012 was approved as presented.  (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
The following Condemnations were considered: 

618 Marx - Owner - Stephanie Flunder- “Notice to Show Cause” was served. Photographic 
evidence was presented.  Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously 
approved, the building was condemned, and the property owner given 30 days or until July 12, 
2012, in which to bring the structures into compliance with the code or to demolish the structures 
and clean the lot. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Mrs. Karen Wilson, Code Enforcement Officer noted that she spoke with Loucille Jones on 
February 28, 2012 and she stated that she wanted the City to demolish the structure. 
 
Ms. Loucille Jones came forward and noted that Stephanie Flunder is her niece and she didn’t 
know that the property was in such bad shape because she lives in Calhoun, LA.  Ms.  Jones is on a 
fixed income and she is willing to do what it takes to have the City tare it down and remove debri 
and pay monthly on it. 
 
Mr. Clark asked Ms. Jones to get with Mrs. Wilson and she will go over the process with her.  
 
2410 Desiard Street - Owner - Jack Armstrong, Inc. - “Notice to Show Cause” was served. 
Photographic evidence was presented.  Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr and 
unanimously approved, the building was condemned, and the property owner given 60 days or 
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until August 11, 2012, in which to bring the structures into compliance with the code or to 
demolish the structures and clean the lot. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Ms. Cindy Wilkenson, Corperate Secretary for Jack Armstrong, Inc., came forward and noted that 
the funds just became available for them to remove the structure.  She further noted that they 
would like to request 60 days since they just got the funds to remove the building if possible.  They 
have also considered donating the property and building to the City and they were not sure how 
that process works. 
 
Mrs. Summesgill noted that the Council has to make a decision on this tonight and if they would 
like to see about doing that she can get in touch with the Legal Department. 
 
Mrs. Wilkenson noted that tonight they would just like to request the 60 days to remove the 
structure and persue if the City of Monroe would like to have the property and land; then get with 
the Legal Department on the matter of donating.     
 
2315 Short Washington - Owner - Hardie Johnson, OPPJ - “Notice to Show Cause” was served. 
Photographic evidence was presented.  Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and 
unanimously approved, the building was condemned, and the property owner given 30 days or 
until July 12, 2012, in which to bring the structures into compliance with the code or to demolish 
the structures and clean the lot. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
There has been no contact with property owners.  
 
1704 Short Washington - Owner - Melvin & Donna Goldman - “Notice to Show Cause” was 
served. Photographic evidence was presented.  Upon motion of Dr. Starr, seconded by Mr. Clark 
and unanimously approved, the building was condemned, and the property owner given 60 days or 
until August 11, 2012, in which to bring the structures into compliance with the code or to 
demolish the structures and clean the lot. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Mr. Melvin Goldman, Sr. 206 Futana Ave. came forward. 
 
Mr. Marx noted that Mr. Goldman has discussed with him that he is willing to have this torn down 
because he could not find anybody to keep it up and he will get with Mrs. Wilson on this.   
 
Mr. Goldman also requested 60 days if possible to take care of this matter.  

         
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to accept the 
bids of Central Oil & Supply of Monroe, LA, Smitty’s Supply, Inc. of Roseland, LA and Lott Oil 
Company of Monroe, LA for a one hundred eighty (180) day supply contract for Petroleum 
Products Ref. #84-0049 as recommended by the Director of Administration as meeting the 
specifications for this bid.  The Vendors complies with and meets the specifications.  Funds for 
these purchases will be derived from the Inventory Account and billed to the divisions 
accordingly. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to accept the 
proposal of Bears Towing and Recovery for the City Towing Services Ref#83-1320 as 
recommended by the Director of Administration as meeting the requirements and specifications 
for this proposal.  (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Mr. Clark noted that at one time the towing services were on alternating bases, so he wanted to 
know what they are doing here. 
 
Mr. Tony Gibson, Purchasing Division explained that they went back and rebid the proposals.  
They had 2 vendors that submitted proposals and this is for 1 year with an option of 2 years to 
renew. 
 
Mr. Clark asked for an overview of this situation. 
 
Mr. Gibson explained that this Towing Contract covers all of Public Works vehicles including the 
Monroe Transit System Buses.  This does not include the Police Department Cars or the Fire 
Department. 
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Mr. Clark wanted to know who had the contract before. 
 
Mr. Gibson said that Bears Towing had it.  
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved an Application by 
Freddie Nash dba South Second Liquor, 714 South Second #A, Monroe, LA 71201 for a new 
2012 Class B Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying 
records and Sales Tax has been approved.  (Distance Report Cleared, Cert. of Occupy Cleared.) 
(There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved an 
Application by Freddie Nash dba Pool Warehouse, 714 South Second #A, Monroe, LA 71201 
for a new 2012 Class F Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no 
disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been approved.  (Distance Report Cleared, Cert. of 
Occupy Cleared.) (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved a request to 
set Time and Date for a Public Hearing regarding logo conflict with Justin Time Taxi Service 
and Alpha and Omega Taxi Service.  Whereas Chapter 35 “Vehicles for Hire”, Art. V. “Taxicab 
Service”, Sec. 273 “Identifying Markings on Vehicle states, “if the color scheme, identifying 
design, monogram or insignia thereof is changed so as to be, in the opinion of the Council, in 
conflict with or imitation of any color scheme, identifying design, monogram or insignia used by 
any other person, owner or operator, in such a manner as to be misleading or tending to deceive 
the public, the certificate covering such taxicab shall be suspended or revoked. (There were no 
comments from the public.) 
 
Mr. Clark motioned to set the Public Hearing for the next Council Meeting on June 26, 2012 at 
6:00pm and it was seconded. 
 
Mr. Clark further noted that these 2 representative come prepared to answer questions by the 
Council because it seems the City is having issues with the taxi companies and it seems to be 
coming back to something that came before the council a few months ago. 
 
The Clerk noted that the 2 Taxi Services will be notified. 
 
Resolution No. 5903 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from 
the public.)   

            
Resolution authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to accept a grant for Vacant Property 
Conference, further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Resolution No. 5904 was offered for final adoption by Dr. Starr and on her motion seconded by 
Mr. Clark was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the public.)   
 
Resolution certifying that funds received by the City of Monroe under the Community 
Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Infrastructure Program will be 
benefitting low to moderate income persons and further providing with respect thereto. 
  
Resolution No. 5905 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Marx and on his motion seconded by 
Mrs. Ezernack was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.)   

           
Resolution reappointing Alfred Rayford to the Monroe Fire and Police Civil Service Board, and 
further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Resolution No. 5906 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded by 
Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the public.)   
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Resolution authorizing James E. Mayor, Mayor, to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement 
with the Miss Louisiana Organization and further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted an overview of this matter. 
 
Mayor Mayo explained that the City has contributed to the Miss Louisiana Organization for a 
number of years and the City host the pageant and has done so for a number of years.  The City 
is a Corporate Sponsor of Miss Louisiana and there have only been contributions for the last 2 or 
3 years.  This pageant is at the Monroe Civic Center Theatre and will be broadcasted on Saturday 
night in 7 major markets in the State of Louisiana plus on the internet; in addition to, southern 
Arkansas and Mississippi there are 3 or 4 corporate sponsors.  The City’s funds have come from 
the Economic Development Fund and the Administrative Fund for a number of years in the 
amount of $25,000. 
 
Resolution No. 5907 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Mr. Clark was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from 
the public.)   
  
Resolution amending and supplementing Resolution No. 5304 to authorize the submission of an 
application to the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism to increase the 
Riverfront Cultural District as a State-Certified Cultural District and authorize Mayor James E. 
Mayo to sign any and all documents to effectuate the purpose of the resolution and further 
providing with respect thereto. 
  
Resolution No. 5908 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded by 
Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the public.)   
 
Resolution accepting the proposal of Denmon Engineering Co. Inc., for Engineering Design 
Services (Master Service Agreement) at the Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with 
respect thereto. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know who was handling these services prior to tonight; prior to this contract 
who has been handling these types of services. 
 
Mr. Ron Phillips, Airport Division, explained that Denmon Engineering presently handles these 
services. 
 
Mr. Clark noted the City currently has a contract with Denmon. 
 
Mr. Phillips explained that is correct and that contract covered the services and projects currently 
in effect, but this will cover the ones for future projects.  The present services are expired. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know the time table on the completion of these projects. 
 
Mr. Phillips explained it would be about 5 years. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know the total of this contract. 
 
Mr. Phillips explained that he didn’t have that information with him, but the resolution includes 
all the projects that are listed. 
 
Mr. Clark noted the 8 or 9 million and Mr. Phillips noted that is correct. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know where the funds are coming from. 
 
Mr. Phillips explained that they are coming from the FAA, the States and the different funds that 
cover the grants but mostly federal and state. 
 
Mr. Clark noted so there are no contributions from the City. 
 
Mr. Phillips said there are no contributions from the City.   
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Upon motion of Dr. Starr, seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved request from the 
Sewer Division of the Public Works Department for authorization for the Purchasing Division to 
advertise for one (1) Vacuum Truck.  The Funds for this purchase will be derived from the Sewer 
Capital Account.  The estimated cost of this Truck is $300,000.00. (There were no comments 
from the Public.) 
 
Mr. Marx wanted to know if this is replacing a Vacuum Truck or adding. 
 
Mr. Charles Westrom, Sewer Division, explained that this is replacing a Vacuum Truck. 
 
Mr. Marx wanted to know if there was any residual value to it. 
 
Mr. Westrom explained that the City is going to keep it and transfer it to the Storm-water 
Division and the Ditching Division to use as backup.  
 
Mr. Marx noted that at the last council meeting he requested that the balance on these accounts 
be available and he would ask that this continue going forward.  
 
Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved (c) Consider 
request from the Sewer Division of the Public Works Department for authorization to purchase 
off of the City of Alexandria State Contract two (2) new Ford F250 Regular Cab 4x2 Trucks.  
The Funds for this purchase will be derived from the Sewer Capital Account.  The estimated cost 
for these two (2) vehicles is $48,368.50. (There were no comments from the Public.) 
 
Mrs. Ezernack wanted to know if there are any other costs associated with these vehicles. 
 
Mr. Westrom explained that the only other cost would be the warning lights and the radio system 
at a cost estimate of $300 for the lights and $800 for the radio. 
 
Mr. Clark noted that the paperwork says Hixson Autoplex of Monroe, but the City is buying the 
vehicles out of Alexandria and he wanted to shed some light on what’s going on. 
 
Mr. Tony Gibson, Purchasing Division, explained that Hixson has the State Contract, but it is 
Hixson out of Alexandria. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know if the tax dollars go to Alexandria. 
 
There are no tax dollars. 
 
Mr. Gibson noted that the way things are setup they have to go through Alexandria if the City is 
going to piggyback off their contract. 
 
Mr. Marx noted that technically the tax is applied at the point of delivery and when they are 
delivered to Monroe the Monroe tax technically are to apply. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack asked for a summary of how the piggybacking works. 
 
Mr. Gibson explained that they got authorization from the City of Alexandria to purchase off 
their contract and the contract will expire sometime in November so the City has up until that 
time to purchase off that contract. 
 
Mr. Marx noted further that on vehicles if there were taxes to be paid they are always at the point 
of residence.  Mr. Marx asked Mr. Westrom why they are buying 2 new trucks.   
 
Mr. Westrom noted that there are 2 trucks that are part of the Lift Station Service Team and both 
have over a hundred and thirty thousand miles on them and are worn out.  They need to be 
replaced with dependable service trucks for the Sewer Lift Stations. 
 
 Mr. Marx wanted to know what they are going to do with the old trucks. 
 
Mr. Westrom noted that they are going to go to property control to be sold. 
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Mayor Mayo noted in regards to the piggybacking that there are other cities that piggyback off 
the City of Monroe as well. 
 
Resolution No. 5909 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded by 
Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the public.)   

 
Resolution appointing the News-Star as the Official Journal of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, 
pursuant to the Louisiana R. S. 43:141 et. seq. and further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Mr. Clark asked Mrs. Riley, Council Clerk if this went out for bid. 
 
Mrs. Riley explained that this item does not have to be bided, that the Secretary of State requires 
municipalities to appoint an official journal.  It is up to the council to choose the official journal 
based on the qualifications and the need for that municipality as outline in the Louisiana Revised 
Statue.  Mrs. Riley further explained that a daily newspaper is vital for the City of Monroe 
because there are a lot of departments other than the city council that run ads in the newspaper on 
a daily bases.  The Planning and Zoning Department, the Purchasing Department etc. advertises 
time sensitive items and if only advertised in a weekly paper would put projects behind because 
council would not be able to act on those items in a timely manner.  Also it was noted that the 
City of Monroe have departments that advertise in all of the local newspapers because of the need 
to adequately inform the public; by law it is required that the public be adequately and timely 
informed of governmental functions.   
 
Dr. Starr wanted to know based on the State and the need for the continuity of publication that the 
News-Star was the option. 
 
Mrs. Riley replied that it is a need.   
   
Resolution No. 5910 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from 
the public.)   

          
Resolution authorizing Mayor James E. Mayo to execute an Amendment No. 1 to the 
Memorandum of Understanding with Lafourche Parish Government and further providing with 
respect thereto. 
 
Mayor Mayo noted that these agreements have been beneficial for the City of Monroe to secure 
additional funding and he wanted to thank the State of Louisiana for working with them.  These 
point to point designation, obviously, will help those parishes which the City have Memorandum 
of Understandings with; and they have really helped the City enhance the community centers as 
well.  That is a huge plus for the City of Monroe. 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved a request from the 
Parks and Recreation Division of the Community Affairs Department for authorization for the 
Purchasing Division to advertise for the purchase and installation of tile gym floor for Henrietta 
Johnson Community Center.  The Funds for this project will be derived from the Parks and 
Recreation Capital Account.  The estimated cost will be around $34,000.00. 
 
Mr. Clark thank everyone for getting items (b), (c), (d) & (e) on the agenda with respect to the 
new basketball floors at the recreation centers.  He further noted that he is sure that the 
constituents in all the districts truly appreciate the effort being made to replace these gym floors. 
 
Mr. Marx noted what he said earlier to Mr. Ross, Community Affairs Director that as these items 
are submitted that the Council would appreciate having the balance in these Accounts along with 
the request submitted.  
 
Mr. Ross noted that the money was in the Public Trust Fund and transferred to the Capital 
Account. 
 
Mr. Barnes noted that the balance was $534,000.00 Capital Account. 
 
Mr. Ross noted that Recreation Account was $343,000.00. 
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Mr. Clark wanted to know after they take care of the gym floor at Johnson’s; what other projects 
do they have at Johnson’s that needs to be taken care of. 
 
Mr. Ross noted that Mr. Jones is putting together a list for all the recreation centers not just 
Johnson’s and he is prioritizing all the needs for the centers. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know the status of the pools. 
 
Mr. Ross said that all the pools are working, no problem and on time. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know the hours of operations. 
 
Mr. Ross noted that the entire thing is from 8am until 3pm and the pools are from 10am until 
5pm.  
 
Mr. Clark thanked everyone again for helping accomplish this goal. 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved as amended a 
request from the Parks and Recreation Division of the Community Affairs Department for 
authorization for the Purchasing Division to advertise for the purchase and installation of a wood 
gym floor for Emily P. Robinson Community Center.  The Funds for this project will be derived 
from the Parks and Recreation Capital Account.  The estimated cost will be around $45,000.00.  
(There were no comments from the Public.) (The correct amount is $100,000.00.) 
 
(Mr. Tony Gibson noted some corrections earlier; that being that items (c) and (d) projects 
amount should be $100,000.00 not $45,000.00.) 
 
Mr. Clark motioned to amend the amount to reflect the correct amount of $100,000.00 as noted 
by Mr. Gibson, Purchasing Division, and it was seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously 
approved. (There were no comments from the Public.) 
 
Dr. Starr was privileged with a walk through today and noted that the work is coming along there 
with the roofing; they prayed for rain and found out where the leaks were today so they can go 
back and work on repairing the ceiling, the floors are going to be done and the walls painted.  Dr. 
Starr noted that they are going to have a good face lift and they gave her a honey-do list that she 
will get with them on later, but work is progressing.  
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved as amended a 
request from the Parks and Recreation Division of the Community Affairs Department for 
authorization for the Purchasing Division to advertise for the purchase and installation of a wood 
gym floor for Liller Marbles Maddox Community Center.  The Funds for this project will be 
derived from the Parks and Recreation Capital Account.  The estimated cost will be around 
$45,000.00.  (The correct amount is $100,000.00.) (There were no comments from the Public.) 
 
Upon motion of Dr. Starr, seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved as amended a 
request from the Civic Center Division of the Community Affairs Department for authorization 
for the Purchasing Division to advertise for the purchase of one (1) used portable Basketball 
floor for the Arena.  The Funds for this project will be derived from the Civic Center 
Maintenance & Repair Account.  The estimated cost is $30,000.00, includes the trade in of the 
old floor, installation, sand and finish with the City of Monroe logo.  (There were no comments 
from the Public.)  (The correct amount is $37,500.00.) 
 
Mr. Gibson noted that the correct amount is 37,500.00 not $30,000.00 and that the funds will 
come from the Administrative Economic Development Funds which will be transferred to the 
Civic Center Repair & Maintenance Account. 
 
Mr. Marx wanted to know what they need this for. 
 
Mayor Mayo explained that the current floor is defective and would cause some liability issues 
when people like the Harlem Glob Trotters come in or other folks coming in to play basketball 
games.  Mr. Jones has been in talks with some high schools and others with the possibility of 
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having other events and so there is a need to have a floor that’s not defective.  Also last year the 
LHALAA High School Association came over to the Civic Center to inspect it with the 
possibility of having some games and at the time it did not pass the test.   
 
Resolution No. 5911 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from 
the public.)     
 
Resolution amending Resolution Number 5889 accepting the bid of R & A Gilmore, LLC, for 
the Civic Center Arena Painting Project No. CCAP-112 and further providing with respect   
thereto.  (Upon motion of Mr. Marx, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved by 
the members present this item was added to the agenda.)  (There were no comments from the 
Public.)  
 
Mrs. Nanci, Summersgill, City Attorney, explained that the Change was for additional work to 
be done on painting at the Civic Center.  What happened was the paint did take on the walls as 
they expected and it was determined that they need to have additional work done and that is what 
this is for additional work. 
 
Mayor Mayo added that some areas were painted several years ago and that enhanced the aging 
Civic Center Arena in a major way and they decided to paint the inside because they are having a 
number of different events where people are dinning in the arena.  So obviously they wanted to 
improve the ecstatic of that part.  The LMA was there several years ago and they are coming 
back next year and quite frankly the inside of the arena was not acceptable to him, so they 
wanted to improve that.  The council voted on the initial amount that went out for bid, which was 
$99,000.00 and the mayor went over to inspect it and it was not acceptable to him even thought 
they had met specifications.  They discussed what they needed to do to make it better and so they 
decided that it needed to be repainted and that the final product would look much better than it 
does now. 
 
Resolution No. 5912 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Clark and on his motion seconded by 
Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the public.) 

         
Resolution accepting the bid of Brazos Industries, in the amount of $107,975.00 for the Monroe 
City Court Roof Coating Project, No. CED-RC-212, and further authorizing James E. Mayo, 
Mayor, to enter into and execute a contract for said work. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know if this will take care of the rain water that is leaking inside City Court 
when they coat roof. 
 
Mr. Arthur Holland, Engineering Division said yes. 
 
Mr. Marx thanked the Mayor for living up to the commitment that they made to make sure that 
the roof was repaired. 
 
Resolution No. 5913 was offered for final adoption by Dr. Starr and on her motion seconded by 
Mrs. Ezernack was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.)  
 
Resolution accepting as Substantially Complete Work Done by and between the City of Monroe 
and Chemical Insulation Co., Inc., for the Powell Street Community Center Roof Coating 
Project, and further providing with respect thereto.  
 
Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved a request to 
authorize the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids on the Tower-Armand Connector Project.  
The estimated cost of this project is $9,000,000.00. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack noted that someone from S.E. Huey is here and can tell the Council a little about 
the project. 
 
Mr. Hunter Lancaster, 3102 Monteigne Circle, Monroe, LA came forward as the representative 
of S. E. Huey Company, the Engineering Firm doing the design work for the project.  
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Mrs. Ezernack noted that the utilities are already being relocated, things are moving along and 
the power poles have already installed; it is going to be a 5 lane road and one the bids are 
received what is the expected time line for completion. 
 
Mr. Lancaster noted that once the project is award that they will probably have around 450 days 
of construction time. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack wanted to know once authorization to release the bid package how long do they 
have to respond to those and then how long before it is awarded. 
 
Mr. Lancaster explained that they had talked about advertising some time in the middle of July 
and accept bids in the middle of August to have 30 days or 3 advertisement dates; then 
preconstruction meeting about 2 weeks to prepare for that and 60 days after the award for the 
notice to proceed to give utility company time to complete their relocation. 
 
Mr. Marx wanted to know on a project this size should they expect change orders as they go 
forward. 
 
Mr. Lancaster said that he expect you would and as part of their estimate they have included 10% 
contingency which would be use for change orders.    
 
Mrs. Ezernack wanted to know as part of the contract will he be the inspector on the project. 
 
Mr. Lancaster noted that they are not under contract for that there is an amount that is in the cost 
estimate that they anticipate will cover it, but they are not currently under contract.  As part of 
their contract it is identified as special services. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know what service is this advertising. 
 
Mr. Lancaster explained that this is advertising for the bid of the project to 5 lane Tower-Armand 
from Lamy Lane to Hwy165 right at Ferrand Street. 
 
Mayor Mayo noted that there have been some concerns expressed about the utilities being 
underground from Lamy Lane to Hwy 165.  If you go down through the corridor on the newer 
end from Oliver Road to Lamy Lane those utilities are underground because those were woods 
initially and no houses in place.  So because there utilities, power lines and so froth there have 
been some concerns expressed about why they are not underground and that was not include in 
the initially project to include it now would delay it and it would cost more.  
 
Mr. Marx noted he and Mrs. Ezernack visited with Mr. Lancaster the other day and it is 
substantially more to do that and it would probably kill the project, because you would have to 
have additional right of way. 
 
Mayor Mayo noted that he wanted to get that out there because he knew it was going to be some 
questions about that and it has already started. 
 
Mr. Lancaster noted that when the 6 million was mentioned they did include the replacement of 
16 inch force main sewer and water as part of this project.   
 
Mr. Marx noted that this handles some of the drainage, but it does not solve all the problems. 
 
Mr. Lancaster explained that they have gone into a portion of Rhymes Circle and tried to 
improve that part and also the conveyance system is more adequate of course it’s an underground 
storm system now on the design, but currently it is an open ditch.  Some of the cross drains in the 
open ditches are inadequately sized and he thinks they can’t reduce the water service elevation at 
the intersection of Armand or where Century Ready Mix is, it’s lower than the outfall, so it’s a 
problem but Mr. Lancaster thinks the system will be improved by this.  
 
Resolution No. 5914 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from 
the public.)    
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Resolution authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to 16” 
Water Main – Oliver Road, between the City of Monroe and Don Barron Contractor, Inc., for an 
increase contract time of sixty (60) calendar days of said project and further providing with 
respect thereto. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack wanted to know why they need the extra time. 
 
Mr. Arthur Holland, Engineering Division, explained that they had a slight problem on the north 
end of the project and they are in the process of getting an easement from CenturyTel. 
 
Resolution No. 5915 was offered for final adoption by Mr. Marx and on his motion seconded by 
Mrs. Ezernack was unanimously approved and adopted. (There were no comments from the 
public.) 
  
Resolution authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to 16” 
Water Main – Oliver Road Louisville Avenue Enhancement Project, between the City of Monroe 
and CW & W Contractors, Inc., for an increase contract time of ninety (90) calendar days of said 
project and further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Mr. Holland noted that this item should be Louisville Avenue Enhancement Project not Oliver 
Road and this consist of the new sidewalks and lighting that they are doing on Louisville 
Avenue.  Also there are some adjustment with the traffic signalization and so this Resolution to 
asking for additional time to finish the project.  This is not adding additional money at this time 
but they will have additional funds that will be taken care of by DOTD. 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr and unanimously approved s request from the 
Traffic Engineering Division of the Engineering Department for authorization off of the City of 
Alexandria State Contract one (1) new Ford F150 Extended Cab 4x2 Truck.  The Funds for this 
purchase will be derived from the Capital Account.  The estimated cost for this vehicle is 
$24,431.50. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Mr. Marx wanted to know why they need a new truck. 
 
Mr. Holland noted that all the vehicles are getting old; they are at least 10 years old. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack wanted to know if there were any other costs to this. 
 
Mr. Holland noted that it would be mostly decals and they do most of it in house. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know is vehicle still working and does the air work. 
 
Mr. Holland noted that he is not sure. 

 
  
BREAK IF NEEDED: 
 

         
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr an Ordinance authorizing James E. Mayo, 
Mayor, to enter into a Supplemental Agreement No. 3 with Denmon Engineering for additional 
engineering services for the Kansas Lane Project and further providing with respect thereto was 
introduced, discussed, and placed on file with the City Clerk and will remain in here office in the 
form in which it will be offered for final adoption and is open to the inspection of the public as 
the law requires prior to being offered for final adoption thereof. (Eng. Dept.) (There were no 
comments from the public.) 
 
Mr. Clark asked for an overview of this matter. 
 
Mrs. Nanci Summersgill, City Attorney, explained that this is another supplemental agreement to 
the agreement with Kansas Lane on the Kansas Lane Connector.  The scope of these services 
includes the final plan including traffic signal design.  All this come from the State and this is a 
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contract with federal money that the State has and passing it down to the City.  This is part of 
what is need to go forward with project. 
 
Mr. Clark wanted to know if there was any cost to the City. 
 
Mrs. Summersgill explained that these documents are increasing the scope of the services of the 
engineer, but Mr. Barnes may know of the cost. 
 
Mr. Marx noted that he thinks this is all Capital Outlay and federal Funds of what’s available. 
 
Mr. Barnes noted that there will be eventually but right now they are trying to use all the Federal 
and Capital Funds they have.   
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr as amended an Ordinance amending Ordinance 
No. 11,239 with Airline Car Rental, Inc. d/b/a Avis Rent A Car System, d/b/a Budget Car Rental 
System and further providing with respect thereto was introduced, discussed, and placed on file 
with the City Clerk and will remain in here office in the form in which it will be offered for final 
adoption and is open to the inspection of the public as the law requires prior to being offered for 
final adoption thereof as amended. (Airport) (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Mrs. Summersgill explained that these leases have been amended and they have increase the 
yearly minimum from $65,000.00 to $86,660.00 and changed the term of the lease because 
everyone is still current under the old leases, but they are beginning the leases in January of 
2012.  There are 3 year leases and they have put in provision about the overage payment that’s 
due by the 20th of each month amount of and set forth the minimum monthly amount that they 
will owe based on the $86,660.00.  There were some new provision in about indemnity and 
insurance just the typical language dealing with 1 million dollars.  Also the car wash amount was 
brought down and set the fuel amount to be charged at 5% above what the City pays for its fuel. 
 
Mr. Marx noted that there is one other change that he would like to see put in here, which would 
be some type of penalty for late payment of at least 10%. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack noted that she sees 5% a lot or just a flat fee. 
 
Mr. Marx wants to amend the lease to add a late penalty of 5% of payment due and assessed after 
the 20th day of the month. 
 
Mrs. Summersgill noted that would be under Sec.3 Consideration item (c). 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Marx to amended Sec.3 Consideration item (c) to add a late penalty of 5% 
for late payment if received after the 20th of the month and it was seconded by Mr. Clark and 
unanimously approved. (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr as amended an Ordinance amending Ordinance 
No. 11,240 with Bill Hardy’s Incorporated d/b/a Hertz Rental Car and further providing with 
respect thereto was introduced, discussed, and placed on file with the City Clerk and will remain 
in here office in the form in which it will be offered for final adoption and is open to the 
inspection of the public as the law requires prior to being offered for final adoption thereof as 
amended in the previous Ordinance to add a 5% penalty for late payment after the 20th of the 
month. (Airport) (Mrs. Ezernack abstained.) (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Dr. Starr as amended an Ordinance amending 
Ordinance No. 11,241 with EAN Holdings, LLC d/b/a National Car Rental and further providing 
with respect thereto was introduced, discussed, and placed on file with the City Clerk and will 
remain in here office in the form in which it will be offered for final adoption and is open to the 
inspection of the public as the law requires prior to being offered for final adoption thereof as 
amended in the previous Ordinance to add a 5% penalty for late payment after the 20th of the 
month. (Airport) (There were no comments from the public.)  
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr an Ordinance amending Chapter 29.5 Entitled 
“Sexually Oriented Businesses” of the Monroe City Code and further providing with respect 
thereto was introduced, discussed, and placed on file with the City Clerk and will remain in here 
office in the form in which it will be offered for final adoption and is open to the inspection of 
the public as the law requires prior to being offered for final adoption thereof. (Legal Dept.) 
(There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Mr. Clark asked for an overview of what they are doing here. 
 
Mrs. Summersgill explained that this ordinance and the following one has to do with a sexually 
oriented business ordinance that the City enacted several years ago; and at that time there was a 
business that was already licensed and doing business in an area that the City tried to come back 
and restrict with a City Ordinance.  Because they had already invested in the business they sued 
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the City in Federal Court there is an on going suit.  These amendments together with the attorney 
for the business that is already in town and some extensions from the Federal Court about 
docketing; and in looking at the cases Mrs. Summersgill concurs with the changes that this 
business is wanting to make, because of the particular circumstances in the City of Monroe.  For 
example to have something that so restricts someone’s right to free speech you have to be able to 
show that there are adverse secondary effects and the City has not been able to do that.  There 
hasn’t been an increase in crime and there is a tremendous difference in trying to restrict a 
business where you have on going activity on premises as compared to uses off premises; which 
is what this business is and you can compare it to a video store which has a section or portion of 
its store for adult entertainment.  In other words, you can get videos and check them out so there 
is a difference between that type of store and another type of sexually oriented store that would 
have on premises viewing booths etc. and these changes in the Ordinances are reflective of what 
she has been able to see the rationale behind what this company is asking for.  Mrs. Summersgill 
further noted that they are trying to restrict a business that is already doing business there.  There 
are still restrictions on other businesses that would come in these same types of areas, but now 
those businesses will know before they try to come in that they can’t come in, they can’t invest.  
She further noted that she thinks this is the best and safest thing for the City to do.    
 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Starr an Ordinance amending Chapter 37, Article IX 
Entitled Sexually-Oriented Businesses, Section 193 of the Monroe City Code and further 
providing with respect thereto was introduced, discussed, and placed on file with the City Clerk 
and will remain in here office in the form in which it will be offered for final adoption and is 
open to the inspection of the public as the law requires prior to being offered for final adoption 
thereof. (Legal Dept.) (There were no comments from the public.) 
 
Ordinance No. 11,293 was offered for final adoption by Mrs. Ezernack and on her motion 
seconded by Dr. Starr was unanimously approved and adopted.  
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing and seeing no one come forward the hearing was 
declared closed. 
 
Ordinance authorizing James Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a Lease Agreement 
between the City of Monroe and Not Just Bar-BQ, for certain property located at the Monroe 
Regional Airport, and further providing with respect thereto. (Airport) 
 
Ordinance No. 11,294 was offered for final adoption by Dr. Starr and on her motion seconded 
by Mr. Clark was unanimously approved and adopted.  
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing and seeing no one come forward the hearing was 
declared closed. 
 
Ordinance authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to enter into a contract with Michael Graham for 
Professional Appraisal Services for the 165 Business Connector Project and further providing 
with respect thereto. 
 
Ordinance No. 11,295 was offered for final adoption by Dr. Starr and on her motion seconded 
by Mr. Clark was unanimously approved and adopted.  
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing and seeing no one come forward the hearing was 
declared closed. 
 
Ordinance authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to enter into a contract with Richard K. Moore for 
Professional Appraisal Services for the 165 Business Connector Project and further providing 
with respect thereto.  
  
Chairman Marx announced that the Council had concluded the regular portion of the agenda, 
and was now at the Point of Citizens Participation. He then asked if anyone had any 
comments/questions. 
 
Ms. Brenda Joyce Williams, 506 Carlton Avenue, Monroe, LA (District 4) came forward to 
voice concerns about Johnson Children’s Park and what she was told as to there was a camera 
in reference to the bathroom and there was a timer on the door of the bathroom that is suppose 
to open the door at 6am and lock at 6pm, there was to be a stainless steel sink to limit damage 
and a $900 water fountain is coming.  So Ms. Williams went to check to see if this was so for 
herself.  What she found was the bathroom door was locked all day, with the camera she didn’t 
see  a monitor and her concerns is that she don’t want someone to have just tell them anything 
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mentality.  Before coming to the meeting Ms. Williams called the Parks and Recreation 
Department, but was not able to speak with anyone. 
 
Dr. Starr noted that she has checked with Mr. Ross and that matter should be handled and she 
has discussed the concerns because she had it given to her too.  The time on the door she 
doesn’t know if it is malfunctioning but she is not going to try to explain it but she did have the 
concerns and checked with Mr. Ross to look into it. 
 
Mr. Brian Johnson, 1002 Winnsboro Road, Monroe LA came forward and noted that he is an 
ambassador of the community and he recited a quote by Albert Einstein which reads “a 
community is a dangerous place not because of the evil doers but because of the people that 
stand around and do nothing” so today Mr. Johnson noted that he is here to get involved.  There 
are 3 phases of his involvement the first being having a mental positive attitude, the second is 
establishing an economic empowerment association and the third is creating leaders in the 
community.  Mr. Johnson said that the late Mayor Rambin said that Monroe is a jewel of the 
Ouachita; a jewel is a precious stone and he looks at Monroe as being our jewel.  The current 
Mayor has been quoted to say “One City, One Future” and he agrees with that so Mr. Johnson 
comes before the Council today to do what the officials are doing to construct a city and build 
on what they have together.  Mr. Johnson noted that he loves his city and his community and 
the greatest asset to any community is its human capital, so he is here and will meet with each 
one within the next few weeks because he is Monroe Proud. 
 
Dr. Ray Armstrong, 1521 Park Avenue, Monroe, LA came forward and noted that he has 
requested at this meeting and will do so in every city council meeting to come and that 
interested citizens come and involve themselves in the process of government.  He further noted 
that they recognized that the City Council represent the best interest of the community and they 
want to be positive and supportive of the community to help to see that it can be everything that 
it can be.  This would be a positive effort to work with the City to do that and to identify issues, 
to work with the council individually in the districts and with administration to make Monroe 
what it can be. 
 
Ms. Earlene Bryant, 3208 Polk St., Monroe, LA came forward to thank the council members who 
attended the monthly meeting at the Emily P. Robinson Community Center.  Invited council 
members to ride through the area and see what they think about the conditions that are down there.  
There was a large informative crowd at the meeting last Thursday and a lot of question could not 
be answered but there are some residents here tonight.  Texas Avenue and Robinson Place are 
relatively clean no grass and the ditches are clean; however, Oregon Trail and Bryant’s Addition 
has nothing but trash and need cleaning.  When Mr. Smith, Beautification Division, was hired he 
said he was going to take care of Lee Avenue; they are still parking on the Boulevard, the police 
pass day in day out and all they have to do is give one person a ticket and this has been going on 3 
or 4 years.  As a result of them parking on the Boulevard you have a bunch of holes and Mr. Smith 
said he was going to cover the holes and put some plants and flowers down there, it has not 
happened.  The streets have been overlaid this summer but there are no lines and the road is 
narrow they didn’t expand it and you still have to stop before you can pass another car.   
 
Ms. Dixie Smith, 3800 Lee Avenue, Monroe, LA was at the monthly meeting at the community 
center and she has a problem with a tree on other property that may fall on her house.  She has 
concerns and wants to see what the city can do to help her. 
 
Ms. Gloria Walker, 2912 Georgia Street, Monroe, LA came forward to in support of economic 
development for the City of Monroe. 
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 
7:45p.m., upon motion of Mr. Marx and seconded by Mrs. Ezernack. 
 
Joe “Jay” Marx   
Chairman  
 
Carolus S. Riley   
Council Clerk 
For extended details on the council meeting please call the Council Clerk Monday-Friday at 318329-2252 
to schedule an appointment to listen to the minute tape. 


