
 At Tuesday evening’s meeting of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury, in response to a request from Courtesy 
Chevrolet to participate in the Enterprise Zone program, I offered a motion which would have enabled 
Courtesy Chevrolet to participate in the program, basically saving them the state 4% sales tax on 
building materials, but my motion withheld the rebate of the ¾ cent sales tax the Police Jury collects 
parish-wide. My motion was seconded but failed to win enough votes to pass; a subsequent motion was 
offered by Mr. Pullen to enable Courtesy Chevrolet to avoid the state sales tax and the police jury’s ¾ 
per cent; this motion passed. 

I generally oppose rebating or giving up the police jury’s portion of the sales tax because citizens parish-
wide voted to support and pay a ½ cent sales tax to pay for operation and maintenance of the parish 
solid waste collection and disposal system, and a ¼ cent sales tax to support operation and maintenance 
of the detention center. This is the only things this money can be used for and any shortage of the 
income from either tax has to be made up by taxpayers of Lincoln parish. All my constituents have to 
pay this tax when, for example, they buy almost anything: automobiles, tires, building materials, 
whether for a new home, for repairs to their home, or even if they build a chicken coop, and I cannot 
exempt them from paying the tax. I do not believe it is right that some can avoid the tax while most 
have to pay it. In my opinion, people should carefully consider before they vote a new tax, but once they 
pass it, everyone should pay it until it expires, or is changed or voted down. 

 I also do not think it is a legitimate economic development issue. The Courtesy Chevrolet project is a 
fine project and will add to our parish and economy, but the existence of the project and $5 million they 
are spending does not depend one way or the other on ¾ % sales tax on the building materials. It 
depends on the fact that people in Lincoln parish and the surrounding area have money to spend on 
automobiles and related services, enough so that the business can be successful. Part of the reason this 
is true is that Lincoln parish is a great place to live and work and it attracts both residents and businesses 
for that reason. We have stable, efficient, effective government and make every effort to keep the tax 
burden as low as possible for everyone. Nice businesses in Lincoln parish are made possible by customer 
support and trade, not by government. 

Both the solid waste department and detention center have ongoing needs and their income is what 
pays for this: my opinion is that parish-wide the solid waste department needs to increase litter patrols 
of dumpster sites, and I have advocated this repeatedly at the Police Jury meetings and among the other 
Jurors. This will take a little more money but Lincoln parish will be the better for it and I think the people 
are demanding it. The detention center finances are better now, but there are still maintenance and 
repair needs which are being taken care of as money is available.  We do not have room to give up 
income for these two public services as a favor to any business. 

 

 

 


